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Western travel advice about Siwa is not entirely uniform. Please find below an overview of the 
travel advice of EU and non-EU countries regarding Siwa. The travel advisories from other lan-
guages than English were translated with help of Google translate and edited for readability. 
Quotes are placed in italics.	  

	  

EU:	  

-   Sept 2016: The Netherlands marked Siwa red, meaning “don’t travel.” The area around 
Siwa is colored orange: only travel if needed. It is remarkable that the Netherlands con-
siders the desert around Siwa as more safe than Siwa oasis itself. https://www.rijksover-
heid.nl/onderwerpen/reisadviezen/inhoud/egypte. The area between el-Alamein and 
Marsa Matrouh was coloured orange. 

-   October 2017: New is the addition: Do not travel to the border with Libya, including the 
Siwa Oasis. In that area there is an increased risk of abductions. The area is also dan-
gerous because of the turbulent situation in Libya. Also, there is smuggling, for example, 
of weapons. 

-   Sept 2016: The United Kingdom travel advisory does not advise against travel to Siwa 
and is also divergent in its travel advisories for other parts of Egypt than the travel advi-
sories of the Netherlands (https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/egypt  

-   October 2017: The UK travel advisory still does not specify any information regarding 
Siwa, even though Siwa is marked as an orange area (“Advice against all but essential 
travel”). There is the advice to “Exercise extreme caution in all border areas”. 

-   September 2016 The German travel advisory warns against visiting isolated areas in 
the Sahara because Egyptian authorities have declared the border region with Libya a 
restricted area and have forbidden travel in this area. Germany is advising against de-
sert safaris. http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/DE/Laenderinformationen/00-SiHi/Aegyp-
tenSicherheit.html?nn=363090#doc363010bodyText2 

The German travel advisory makes no explicit mention of Siwa and one would thus sus-
pect that their advisory concerning the Sahara includes Siwa oasis.	  



 

 

-   October 2017: The German Government issued a general travel warning against all tra-
vel to remote parts of the Sahara desert (including Siwa, yet not specified so), apart from 
that the advice has not changed. 

-   September 2016: The Spanish travel advisory: Visiting the entire country is believed to 
be a high risk and visits should be avoided, except for Luxor, Aswan, and the Southern 
Sinai touristic areas (which are medium risk). The Spanish government warns to avoid 
traveling to remote locations. http://www.exteriores.gob.es/Portal/es/ServiciosAlCiuda-
dano/SiViajasAlExtranjero/Paginas/DetalleRecomendacion.aspx?IdP=56 

-   October 2017: - The Spanish travel advisory remains the same. - 

-   September 2016: The French travel advisory: don’t travel to Siwa. “In the desert from 
the Libyan border to the west, to the Sudanese border south (in red on the map), travel 
is formally discouraged. It should be essential to avoid the road from the South of Giza 
towards the Western Desert.The Western Desert is a risk zone where armed forces reg-
ularly conduct operations against traffickers. The infiltration of terrorist elements from 
Libya is not excluded, with the risk of abduction.” http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/con-
seils-aux-voyageurs/conseils-par-pays/egypte/ 

-   October 2017: The travel advisory remains the same; the Western desert including Siwa 
is marked as a red no-go-area.  

-   September 2016: The Danish travel advisory:“Western Desert: The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs advises against non-essential journeys to the Western desert, where there is in-
creased activity from both militant groups and the Egyptian military.” http://um.dk/da/re-
jse-og-ophold/rejse-til-udlandet/rejsevejledninger/egypten/ 

-   October 2017: - The travel advisory remains the same. - 

-   September 2016: The Polish travel advisory:“Due to the threat of terrorist attacks in 
Egypt, which may also be directed against tourists, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ad-
vises against travel to Egypt, with the exception of group trips to tourist destinations lo-
cated on the African side of the Red Sea (Hurghada, El-Gouna, Safaga, Marsa Alam) 
and Sharm el-Sheikh on the Sinai Peninsula.” 

https://www.msz.gov.pl/pl/informacje_konsularne/ostrzezenia/egipt___aktualizacja_ost-
rzezenia_dla_podrozujacych_9	  

October 2017: - The travel advisory remains the same. -	  

-   September 2016: The Hungarian travel advisory:“Because of the civil war in Libya, 
Egypt's western border section of openness is a security risk.We call on the travelers' 
attention to the fact that the Egyptian army declared several parts of Western Desert a 
military area, the limits of which areas of the Egyptian army did not give information. The 
entry of these areas can have serious consequences.“ http://konzuliszolgalat.kor-
many.hu/afrika?egyiptom 



 

 

-   October 2017: The Hungarian travel advisory states that visiting Ziwa oasis is safe only 
in organized tours with an experienced local guide and permission papers in order. How-
ever, it states that “the unauthorized entry to the uninhabited environment of the desert 
is a life-threatening risk, due to the presence of secret military facilities.” In addition to 
that, Siwa is to be “approached exclusively from Marsa Matrouh, as the Siwa-Baharija 
road is closed due to safety reasons.” 

-   September 2016: The Italian travel advisory:“We advise against travel in the desert, in 
the region between the Jebel Al Uweynat and the Gilf El Kebir, in the southwest of the 
country, on the border with Libya and Sudan, where there are rebel groups and common 
criminals active from time to time. It is noted in particular that, following the develop-
ments in Libya, the crossing of the border with Libya is strongly discouraged.” 
http://www.viaggiaresicuri.it/paesi/dettaglio/egitto.html?no_cache=1 

-   October 2017: Regarding any travel to the Western desert, it advises “to avoid particu-
larly the area near the border with Libya, due to the developments that are affecting the 
country, and with Sudan.” 

-   September 2016: The Finnish travel advisory:“Avoid all travels to the Northern part of 
the Sinai, near the Libyan border and to the Western desert region”  
http://formin.finland.fi/Public/default.aspx?contentid=340038&contentlan=1&culture=fi-F 

-   October 2017: There is one addition, citing the danger of minefields close to the Libyan 
border. 

-   September 2016: The Swedish travel advisory: against traveling to most of Egypt, in-
cluding Siwa.  

-   October 2017: – The travel advisory remains the same. -  

-   September 2016: The Belgian travel advisory: Traveling to the Western desert is dis-
couraged, and currently also prohibited by the Egyptian government. Traveling to the 
border area with Libya/Sudan is strongly advised against, due to the instabilities in Libya, 
where Daesh’s presence is expanding. This border region is also known for weapons 
smuggling. In the border zone with Libya there are also many remaining land mines from 
World War II. http://diplomatie.belgium.be/nl/Diensten/Op_reis_in_het_buitenland/reisad-
viezen/egypte 

-   October 2017: The problem of Daesh is not longer mentioned in the travel advisory, 
otherwise it remains the same.  

-   September 2016: The Austrian travel advisory:“Partial travel warning (security level 5) 
applies to the northern Sinai and the Sahara regions on the borders of Libya (including 
Mediterranean) and the Sudan. The travel warning for the Sahara regions is particularly 
true of the area beyond the Oasis chain in the desert west of Ain Della and south of the 
road Bahariya-Siwa, and for areas around Siwa.” 
https://www.bmeia.gv.at/reise-aufenthalt/reiseinformation/land/aegypten/ 



 

 

-   October 2017: The advisory remains the same, with the additional warning not to travel 
to any area in the Western desert. 

-   September 2016: Greece – no travel advisory found 

-   October 2017: - Same. -  

-   September 2016: EU - travel advisory: no travel advisory found (indicating that the EU 
apparently leaves this to individual countries) https://ec.europa.eu/consularprotec-
tion/traveladvice/search/_en?f%5B0%5D=im_field_coun-
try_of_origin%3A%5B%2A%20TO%20%2A%5D&f%5B1%5D=im_field_target_coun-
try%3A136&iE=1&fr=%5B%2A%20TO%20%2A%5D&solrsort=ss_ms_country%20asc 

-   October 2017: There is still no official travel advisory by the European Commission.  

	  

	  

	  

NON-EU:	  

	  

-   September 2016: The Swiss travel advisory: “Western Desert: there are active smug-
glers and terrorist groups that security forces are trying to pursue and fight. On 13 Sep-
tember 2015 a group of tourists were attacked by mistake of the army and were 
killed. The day before, an Egyptian citizen has been killed by terrorists. It remains a high 
risk that people outside the fighting remain victims of clashes between security forces 
and criminal / terrorist groups. There is a risk of terrorist acts; not to mention the danger 
of being abducted. Access to the desert regions is subject to authorization and is con-
trolled by Egyptian security forces. These prohibit, for periods, access to the desert to 
foreigners. Even if you are accompanied by an expert local guide, who has been ade-
quately informed with the local authorities, there can be some very high 
risks.”https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/it/dfae/rappresentanze-e-consigli-di-viag-
gio/egitto/consigli-viaggio-egitto.html 

-   October 2017: - The travel advisory remains the same. -  

-   September 2016: The New Zealand travel advisory states:“There is extreme risk to 
your security within 50 kilometres of the border with Libya (with the exception of Siwa 
Oasis) due to the threat of terrorism, kidnapping and the presence of armed groups and 
we advise against all travel to this area.” And “There is high risk to your security else-
where in Egypt, including Siwa Oasis, due to the unpredictable political situation, civil un-
rest and threat of terrorism and kidnapping and we advise against all tourist and other 
non-essential travel.”  

-   October 2017: - The travel advisory remains the same. - https://safetravel.govt.nz/egypt  



 

 

-   September 2016: The Norwegian travel advisory:“There is a risk of kidnapping, mainly 
in remote desert areas in the Sinai and along the border of Libya. The security situation 
in desert areas along the border of Libya and Sudan is complex and unstable. There are 
ongoing contraband activities that affect the security situation negatively. In certain 
cases, links between criminal activity, militias and radicalized groups increase the 
threat.” https://www.regjeringen.no/no/tema/utenrikssaker/reiseinformasjon/velg-land/rei-
seinfo_egypt/id2415880/#sikkerhet 

-   October 2017: - The travel advisory remains the same. - 

-   September 2016: The United States travel advisory: “Terrorists are also active in 
Egypt’s western desert - the large, mostly isolated area west of greater Cairo and the 
Nile Valley - including in the vicinity of various oasis towns. There are active military op-
erations against terrorist elements in this region.”https://travel.state.gov/content/pass-
ports/en/country/egypt.html 

-   October 2017: The USA issued a new official travel warning for Egypt, “The U.S. De-
partment of State warns U.S. citizens to consider the risks of travel to Egypt due to 
threats from terrorist and violent political opposition groups.”, citing “There are also re-
ports of attacks on security forces in Egypt’s Western Desert, the large, mostly uninhab-
ited area west of the Nile Valley, and in Egypt’s border areas. The Egyptian Military fre-
quently conducts counterterrorism operations in these areas.”. “[US] Mission personnel 
are also prohibited from travelling anywhere in the Western Desert”. Tourists are particu-
larly advised to avoid the border regions, e. g. with Libya. 

-   September 2016: Canadian travel advisory: “Global Affairs Canada advises against all 
travel to within 50 kilometres of the border with Libya, the Siwa Oasis, the Western De-
sert, including the oases of Bahariya, Bawati, Dakhla and Farafra, and the White and 
Black deserts, due to smuggling, terrorist activities, the presence of armed groups and 
ongoing military operations.”https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/egypt 

-   October 2017: - The travel advisory remains the same. - 

-   September 2016: Australian travel advisory: For all of Egypt: reconsider your need to 
travel. Do not travel to Northern Sinai. “On 13 September 2015 a number of Mexican 
tourists, their guides and drivers, were killed when security forces mistakenly opened fire 
on their convoy in the Western Desert near Farafra Oasis. On 8 October 2015, Egyptian 
authorities announced that safaris and camping were prohibited in the areas near Baha-
riya Oasis until further notice, citing security reasons. These areas include the western 
and southern parts of Oases–Siwa and Oases road. While the White Desert in Farafra 
was not included in the list of prohibited areas, this location is generally accessed 
through the prohibited areas.” http://smartraveller.gov.au/Countries/af-
rica/north/Pages/egypt.aspx 



 

 

-   October 2017: New is an addition, warning to travel to the border of Libya. “Within 
50kms of Egypt's border with Libya and Governorate of North Sinai, including the Taba-
Suez Road, do not travel.” 


