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"The people of love stay alive even when they die” is a famous saying by Ibn al-Fāriḍ. This saying 
embodies the lived reality of millions of Egyptians, Muslims and Christians alike. Throughout Egypt, 
religious festivals have been held in the memory of prominent religious figures for hundreds of years. 

These religious festivals [mawālid], and their corresponding shrine visits, in Egypt clearly reflect 
Egyptian unity and serve to refute all the claims propagated by enemies of the homeland, both within 
and beyond its borders, about sectarian strife in this land of heavenly revelations.  

‘Asyūt Governorate is one of the most important destinations in Upper Egypt for shrine visitors in 
Egypt. It is here that one finds the Monastery of the Virgin Mary at Mount Dirinkah, the Shrine of St. 
Michael (called the “Lion of Upper Egypt”), the Monastery of al-Muḥarraq at Mount Qisqām in the al-
Qūṣiyyah neighborhood, the Shrine of Jalāl al-Dīn al-Suyūṭī, and the Shrine of Sultan al-Farghal. 

The Shrine of al-Suyūṭī

Thousands of Sūfīs make the journey to visit the Shrine of Shaykh Jalāl al-Dīn al-Suyūṭī and to stage 
remembrance gatherings in al-Imām public square in the al-Qūṣiyyah neighborhood in central ‘Asyūṭ. 
The Shaykh’s followers celebrate his birth every year with musical religious recitations composed by 
the most famous reciters, such as Shaykh Yāsīn al-Tuhāmī. 

Al-Suyūṭī was born in the Islamic month of Rajab in the year 849 AH, which corresponds to 
September 1445. His family was famous for their study of science and religion, his father was a 
scientist of high stature, and thus he paved the way for his son to be a famed scientist and traveler. 
Al-Suyūṭī’s repertoire includes around 725 works, both religious and literary in nature. 

Sultan al-Farghal, Sultan of Upper Egypt 

Tens of thousands of fans of Sultan al-Farghal flock to the city of Abū Tīj and public squares are 
organized for widespread musical recitations of praise of the Sultan. Muslims and Christians alike 
flock to the Sultan’s shrine from across the country to provide offerings in return for his blessings. 

Al-Farghal Mosque is considered one of the most famous religious shrines in ‘Asyūṭ. The site includes 
the shrine of the Sultan of Upper Egypt, Aḥmad Farghal (1407-1447). 

The Monastery of the Virgin Mary 

Thousands of Muslims and Copts flock to the Monastery of the Virgin Mary at Mount Dirinkah. At the 
start of the Virgin Mary’s season, visitors stand in front of the Virgin’s cave, donating money and 
raising their hands to pray to God. 

The western mountain of ‘Asyūt is the furthermost point reached by the Holy Family from the land of 
Egypt during their escape route. Egyptians carved the cave inside the mountain so as to 
commemorate the Holy Family’s escape tale. The cave was populated by people who used to escape 
the annual flood, which drenched their lands for four months or less. The Holy Family was well-
received and lived with them for some time. 

The Monastery of al-Muḥarraq 

This monastery is located in the city of al-Qūṣiyyah. It is one of the biggest and most important 



This monastery is located in the city of al-Qūṣiyyah. It is one of the biggest and most important 
monasteries in the governorate since thousands of Muslims and Copts from all over Egypt come every 
year to celebrate the birth of the Virgin Mary and to visit the monastery’s many religious monuments. 


