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March 12 is the anniversary of the death of Kāmil Sālih Nakhlah, historian of the Patriarchs and a member of
the Coptic History Committee, he is considered one of the most important historians o Coptic history.

Mr. Mājid Kāmil, researcher of Coptic history said: "We do not know much about his date of birth or the quality
of his education, but we know that he died on March 12, 1957. He was the chief inspector of the Ministry of
Education, a member of the Coptic History Committee, and a founding member of the Coptic Conciliation
Association and its auditor. The Coptic History Committee was first founded based on the suggestion of Mr.
Ḥabīb Jirjis in al-Karmah Magazine, in an article titled “A Proposal to Create a Committee for the Study of
Coptic History."

He went on to put forward a proposed program for the objectives of this society, which included: publishing
official papers related to the Coptic community, such as royal memorabilia and pictures of all the publications
issued by official patriarchs and which are store in old records; and reviewing all the papers stored in the
patriarch’s files to recover that which is necessary from them, such as photos of pilgrimages, various
correspondences, etc. 

Moreover, the Committee was to review all the historical works written in Arabic such as al-Miqrīzī, al-Jabartī,
old original Egyptian maps, and other Arab and Coptic writings. The committee was then to extract Coptic-
related works from them and codify them after careful examination, and to translate the biographies of saints,
scholars, martyrs, and holy men of the Coptic Church, such that they bear great relevance to Coptic history.
This committee would also be instrumental in the establishment of a Coptic Museum filled with artifacts,
ancient stones, old photographs, ceremonial veils, priestly tools and clothing, as well as old monetary
instruments and weaponry. 

In order to realize this proposal and achieve its goals, a committee was formed, which included among its
members Ḥabīb Jirjis, Kāmil Sālih Nakhlah, Yūsuf Najīb, Ibrāhīm Taklā, and Farīd Kāmil. This is what came
to be known as the Coptic History Committee. Nakhlah participated in the publication of four books issued
from this committee, which came to be taught in public schools. This books are: The History of the Coptic
Nation [Tārīkh al-‘umma al-qibṭiyya], General Yaʿqūb and Egypt’s Independence [al-Jinirāl Yaʿqūb wa-
istiqlāl misr]; Saint Peter the Seal of Martyrs [al-anbā Buṭrus khātim al-shuhadā’]; Pope Benjamin Patriarch 38
[al-bābā binyamīn al-batrīark 38]. Kāmil also assembled a patriarchal timeline, considered to be the
most accurate references for the times of patriarchal ordination. 

 


