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Are you crazy? For sure?  Why Cairo? These were some of the questions my family and friends 

(especially family) asked me when I  first told them about my internship at the Center for Arab-West 

Understanding (CAWU), a center for intercultural dialogue, here in Maadi, Cairo. 

 

Of course, prior to traveling to Egypt, I was not always 100% sure about it... the news wasn't helpful 

most of the time but since I arrived here I haven’t regretted the decision to come. 
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It is just my first month here but so far I have seen so many different faces of this incredible city. When 

I first arrived here I was absolutely overwhelmed by Cairo’s pure presence. There was so much of it. 

All these people, all the unidentifiable noises, the unspeakable traffic, all this chaos melted together and 

clashed into me. I was shocked and fascinated at the same time. My advice to myself was not to try to 

understand or compare it to start with but  just absorb all the information until I could feel the beat of 

the city. If you try to understand everything before that you are lost! 

 

After I “adapted” to my new location and started my work at CAWU  I began to have some wonderful 

experiences. Through my work at CAWU, a Cairo-based NGO working in the field of intercultural and 



interfaith dialogue, where I work as an administration intern I was able to  contact  many different and 

interesting people. 

 

During a visit to the AUC where we (our editor in-chief, another intern and myself) presented our work 

to the presidential interns (the presidential interns are American students who have just graduated; they 

stay for one year and get an inside look into the AUC administration) and had a meeting with an acting 

dean of the School of Global Affairs and Public Policy to talk about future co-operation. We also had a 

very interesting tour over the campus by one of the students, a future Egyptologist with a huge interest 

in politics and women's rights. She  told us about the university  and also about herself and her 

volunteer work with refugees. She was very friendly, welcoming and very intelligent.   

 

We met her a few days later again when we all had the honor to be hosted at the home of a retired 

professor of the famous Al Azhar University, one of the oldest universities in the world. We also met 

the well-known Egyptian TV-presenter Hala Fahmy and of course members of his family and close 

friends. During the evening we had a lot of very fruitful conversations on various topics from religion 

to politics and also about our various cultural differences and similarities. It was a marvelous evening 

and an incredible experience to talk with people of different origins, we were a group of Egyptian, 

Dutch, German and Korean natives, different professions, from media to pharmacology, academics and 

non-academics and a wide age range from  about 20 to 80. I left with great impressions and the 

determination  to continue these kinds of meetings. In such informal circles you can learn so much 

more about a person’s private view and opinions than at an official appointment or interview. Therefore 

I'm more than thankful that the internship at CAWU  offers me; not just work experience but also the 

opportunity to meet people I would have never met without them. 
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