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During our first trip to the Fayoum Oasis, other interns and I had the chance to visit the “Beautiful 

Oasis”, a school for children with special needs. When we left the car after our nearly two hour trip out 

of Cairo, the first thing we recognized was the peacefulness of the whole area. Fresh air, laughing 

children, chatting women; it was a very nice contrast to noisy, chaotic Cairo. 
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We were shown around by Caroline, a Dutch woman who founded the school in 2004 together with her 

Egyptian husband Youssef, who works as the principal and school manager. The school offers a special 

place for children and their families to help them face the difficulties of raising a child with conditions 

like Down ’s syndrome, autism, ADHD etc. 

 

The school is a 2-storey building with space for classrooms, a kitchen, a small auditorium and a 

playground. It is surrounded by fields and a stall for the school animals. The classes consist of small 

groups of approximately 13 students. Each class is mentored by 2 teachers and the students are divided 

not by age but by their learning progress. 

 

The teachers, both Muslims and Christians, like the children, all come from the surrounding villages 

and have not studied  at university, but obtained training from Caroline who taught them how to work 

with  special needs children. 



 

This kind of training is necessary because at the 'Beautiful Oasis’ they work with the Montessori 

Method which means that every child is treated individually. The main aim in the teaching process is to 

make the children want to learn and through doing so, gain more independence. 

 

The children are supported to learn basic skills like talking, motor skills, writing, reading and simple 

mathematics through playing games. Because many of the children are from farmers’ families the 

“Beautiful Oasis” also helps the children by teaching them how to grow crops, care for animals, sew 

and cook. 

 

As we visited some of the classrooms I wondered why nearly all the children were boys. Caroline 

explained that some parents still think that there is no reason to educate the girls, especially when they 

have special needs. She also stated that “we could have even more boys but some parents still hide 

them because they fear that if someone finds out that they have a handicapped son they won't find 

husbands for their daughters.” 

 

While thinking about this I was overwhelmed by the cheerfulness of the children. They seemed very 

happy and curious and you could really see how eager they were at school and how they enjoyed the 

free atmosphere. This was a great thing to see. 

 

The “Beautiful Oasis” provides monthly meetings for the mothers of the children to talk about the 

progress of their children. Mothers also have counselling in how to deal with the difficulties the family 

face when raising a child with special needs. 

 

“Beautiful Oasis” is not just a school, but it also provides a kindergarten for the younger children of the 

nearby villages, with and without special needs. Today about 45 children of kindergarten age visit the 

“Beautiful Oasis”. It also follows the Montessori method.  

 

An aspect that is also very new, especially in rural areas, is that the “Beautiful Oasis” is a school 

without religious teaching. Because of this there is no segregation between the religious groups and 

everyone is free to send their children to the school. Therefore “Beautiful Oasis” is more than just a 

great school. It is also an example of peaceful living together. 

 


