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Webinar/summer school June 2020 

Purpose and agenda. 

Program title: The foundations for Muslim-Christian dialogue 

The initial title was Muslims and Christians contributing to building up the future of Egyptian 

society. This changed since this webinar was split in two. See the narrative report of this 

webinar. 

Period: June 22 – June 24, 2020  

Organized by the Arab-West Foundation, a Dutch NGO, founded in 2005 to support the Center 

for Arab-West Understanding, an Egyptian  NGO founded in 2007 by, among others, Bishop Dr. 

Mouneer Hanna, Bishop Johanna Qulta and the late Dr. Abdel Mo’ti Bayoumi. 

General purpose  

We are realizing that Egypt is country with a great history in Muslim-Christian relations and 

where many excellent initiatives are taking place in the field of intercultural dialogue. The 

Center for Arab-West Understanding has built, following the building of the Electronic Network 

for Arab-West Understanding (launched by HRH Prince el-Hassan bin-Talal in 2008), a very 

large electronic English language database about the role of religion in the wider context of 

contemporary Egypt and other Arab countries. The Center for Arab-West Understanding and 

Prof. Dr. Richard Gauvain of the British University wrote a proposal for the development of a 

Centre for Peace, Dialogue, and Conflict Resolution within the British University. Discussions 

are on hold due to the COVID-19 crisis but will be picked up once this is possible. 

Students will be informed about plans to create a network of recognized Ambassadors for 

Dialogue. This will be further implemented through a proposal we have made for the Anna 

Lindh Foundation. Ambassadors for Dialogue should be recognized by a network of 

organizations that are all working towards the goal of dialogue. Ambassadors for Dialogue will 

be mentioned on a designated website. Their status of Ambassador for Dialogue is linked to a 

strict ethical code of how to promote the message of dialogue and linked to how active they are 

in promoting the message of dialogue in social media. The summer webinar is culminating in a 

presentation of the document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together and 

discussion of possible actions by the Ambassadors for Dialogue based on this document. 

Profile of applicants 

The webinar/summer school in Christian-Muslim Understanding invites participants who have a 

significant interest in the future of Christian-Muslim relations in Egypt and the Middle East and 

are ready to be prepared to become ambassadors for dialogue, promoting the common good in 

social media and other venues. We are seeking Muslims and Christians who want to think 

seriously and creatively about interfaith relations for a prosperous future for Egypt and other 

countries in the region. Our webinar/summer school will be facilitated by experts in Muslim-
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Christian dialogue from the participating institutions. Egyptian participants are expected to be bi-

lingual, English and Arabic. The main language of this webinar is English.  

Electronic format 

We will use Webex since this program gives the opportunity for a larger group to meet. It is also 

possible to show power point presentations, share screens and thus show texts. The chat function 

makes it possible for participants to ask questions during a presentation. 

Facilitators are asked to present a handout in writing and/or a power point that students are asked 

to read/see before going online. These handouts and powerpoints will be placed in the Arab-

West Report database. 

Certificates 

We provide certificates to participants who have truly participated. We will check this through 

seeing your face online (so no ‘multitasking’ by having the sound on but video off) and your 

responses to speakers.  

Contributors: 

Cornelis Hulsman, co-founder Center for Arab-West Understanding, director Center for 

Intercultural Dialogue and Translation, Cairo, Egypt. 

Henk-Jan van Schothorst, board member of SGP-International, visited Egypt in 2012 and 2013 

in visits that were facilitated by the Center for Arab-West Understanding (see the reports in 

Arab-West Report) and attended part of the summer school the Center for Arab-West 

Understanding organized in 2019. 

Dr. Jan Slomp (88), first visit to a mosque in 1960, studying Christian theology and Islam, living 

between 1964 and 1977 in Pakistan, playing a major role in the dialogue between Muslims and 

Christians in Europe. 

Prof. Dr. Harald Suermann, Director Institute of Missiology, Missio Aachen, Germany. Prof. 

Suermann spoke in March 2009 at Arab-West Report about the earliest Christian sources about 

the first Muslims coming to their countries. See: https://www.arabwestreport.info/en/year-

2009/week-8/2-seventh-century-documents-about-arrival-islam-egypt 

Eildert Mulder, Dutch journalist and Arabist, advisor to the board of the Arab-West Foundation 

Gurjinder Khambay, born to Indian parents in the UK, second-year student in International 

Studies at Leiden University, The Netherlands, specializing in the Middle East, interning with 

the Center for Arab-West Understanding. 

https://www.arabwestreport.info/en/year-2009/week-8/2-seventh-century-documents-about-arrival-islam-egypt
https://www.arabwestreport.info/en/year-2009/week-8/2-seventh-century-documents-about-arrival-islam-egypt
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Nour Saad, Egyptian student studying political science and sociology in Germany, interned 

between March 1 and April 2, 2020, with the Center for Arab-West Understanding and wrote a 

report about cooperative religious education at the German International school in Cairo 

Nadeem Ahmed Moonakal, Dr.TMA Pai Fellow and Doctoral Candidate Department of 

Geopolitics and International Relations Manipal University, Karnataka, India, interned with the 

Center for Arab-West Understanding between  June 3 and July 29, 2018.   

Eslam Othman, former Salafi Muslim who became very open to dialogue with peoples of other 

faiths and beliefs. Now working with SEKEM. Eslam participated in the CAWU-Heliopolis 

University summer school of 2018 on Muslim-Christian relations in Egypt. 

Sandra obtained in 2020 her BA degree in Politics and Global Studies at New York University. 

She interned in the summer of 2019 with Arab West Report. Sandra grew up in Egypt but 

emigrated to the USA at a young age.  

Dr. Renee Hattar, Head of International Studies, Programs & Projects, Royal Institute for 

Interfaith Studies, Jordan 

Schedule 

Day Program item Speaker 

 Hours are Cairo time. Participants from other 

countries must adopt to Cairo time 

 

Monday June 22 

 9.00 -9.15 am welcome, explaining program and 

purpose. Explaining rules of webinar. 

Cornelis Hulsman 

 9.15 – 10.15 Lessons from 11th century Muslim 

scholar Abu Hamid al-Ghazali about dialogue 

with people with different views from us.  
Reading: Text interview with Dutch Arabist Eildert 
Mulder about Abu Hamid al-Ghazali. We start with a 
quiz to test whether you have read this text or not 
followed by a short introduction of Gurjinder and 
Q&A  
See also AWR newsletter 22 on this discussion 

Gurjinder Khambay. 

Intern at the Center for 

Arab-West 

Understanding 

 10.30 – 12.00 Warning against mixing religion 

and ideology 

Reading: transcript of interview with Dr. Slomp. We 
start with a quiz to test whether you have read this 
text or not. You will also receive questions of what 
to focus on during viewing this interview. The 
presentation of the interview is followed by a Q&A 
See also AWR newsletter 23 on this discussion 

Interview Dr. Jan 

Slomp 

12.00 – 13.00 lunch break (to not disconnect from Webex) 

https://www.arabwestreport.info/en/lessons-11th-century-muslim-scholar-abu-hamid-al-ghazali-about-dialogue-people-different-views-ours
https://www.arabwestreport.info/en/lessons-11th-century-muslim-scholar-abu-hamid-al-ghazali-about-dialogue-people-different-views-ours
https://www.arabwestreport.info/en/our-summer-webinar-muslim-christian-relations-started-lessons-11th-century-muslim-scholar-abu-hamid
https://www.arabwestreport.info/en/dr-jan-slomp-dialogue-needs-christian-experts-islam-and-muslim-experts-christianity-and-do-not-mix
https://www.arabwestreport.info/en/christian-islam-expert-dr-jan-slomp-do-not-mix-religion-ideological-thinking
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 13.00 – 14.00 My experiences in 

Interfaith/Intercultural dialogue.  

Reading: story of Dina. Dina will make a short 
presentation followed by Q&A 
Gurjinder Khambay made the transcript of this 
meeting. 

Dina Bouchkouch, 

former intern at the 

Center for Arab-West 

Understanding 

 14.00 – 15.00 SGP views on dialogue, reflections 

on lessons from 11th century Muslim scholar Abu 

Hamid al-Ghazali about dialogue 

Oral presentation followed by Q&A 

Henk-Jan van 

Schothorst 

15.00 – 15.15 break 

 15.15 – 16.15 DEO, an Oasis of interreligious 

Education in Egypt 

Reading: AWR Paper DEO, an Oasis of interreligious 
Education in Egypt. You will receive a quiz to test 
whether you have read this text or not. Q&A with 
questions about your own experiences in religious 
education. 
Gurjinder Khambay made the transcript of this 
meeting. 

Nour Saad, former 

intern at the Center for 

Arab-West 

Understanding 

Tuesday June 23 

 9.00 –10.00 Introduction to Arab-West Report. 

Building a database and an electronic network for 

Arab-West Understanding with the aim to 

transition this work into a university in Egypt. 

Showing the database online 

Cornelis Hulsman 

 10.00 – 13.00 Be aware of media reporting; 

PowerPoint with photos and explanations about 

reported tensions between Muslims and 

Christians. Media reporting rarely provides a 

comprehensive context which results in 

misinterpretations. This PowerPoint was earlier 

presented at Georgetown University in 2018. 

During the presentation you can ask questions 
Ending with a quiz about the powerpoint. 

Cornelis Hulsman 

13.00 – 14.00 lunch break (to not disconnect from Webex) 

 14.00 – 15.00 Strategic Interests and 

Sectarianism: An Overview of the Emerging 

Geopolitics of the Middle East 

With Q&A and with a quiz. 

See also AWR newsletter 24 on this discussion 

Nadeem Ahmed 

Moonakal, former intern 

at the Center for Arab-

West Understanding 

https://www.arabwestreport.info/en/deo-oasis-interreligious-education-egypt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDZAhmasQUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDZAhmasQUs
https://www.arabwestreport.info/en/strategic-interests-and-sectarianism-overview-emerging-geopolitics-middle-east
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15.00 – 15.15 break 

 15.15 – 16.15 From Salafism to Dialogue 

With Q&A and with a quiz. 
 
Gurjinder Khambay made the transcript of this 
meeting. 

Eslam Othman, former 

participant in the 

CAWU-Heliopolis 

Summer school of 2018 

 16.15 – 17.15 Supporting peace and coexistence 

at the local levels in Egypt 

Gurjinder Khambay made the transcript of 

this meeting. 

Eliana Mallouk, 

Danmission 

   

Wednesday June 24 

 9.00 – 11.00 Brief overview of historical Muslim-

Christian relations in Egypt 

Reading: Egypt – the Church under Pressure, chapter 
for the book Freedom of Belief and Christian 
Mission, Regnum Edinburgh Centenary Series, Vol. 
28, Regnum Books International, Oxford, 2015. 
With Q&A and with a quiz. 

Cornelis Hulsman 

11.00 – 11.15 break 

 11.15 – 12.15 First encounters of Christians with 

Muslims and the importance of this for today 

Reading: The first encounter of Christians with Islam 
and its meaning for today. 
With Q&A and with a quiz. 

Prof. Dr. Harald 

Suermann. Aachen 

University 

 12.15 – 13.15 Jordanian experiences in dialogue 

Reading introduction RIIFS 
 
PowerPoint Dr. Renee Hattar 
The Amman Message 
The People of Jordan 
 
Gurjinder Khambay made the transcript of this 
meeting. 

Dr. Renee Hattar, 

Royal Institute of 

Interfaith Studies, 

Jordan 

13.15 – 14.00 break 

 14.00 – 14.15 The movie “One Hand” – about 

Muslim-Christian relations in Egypt in 2011-2013  

 

 14.15 – 15.30 The 2011 revolution and the deep 

division in Egypt 

Sandra Makeen, former 

intern at the Center for 

Arab-West 

Understanding 

https://www.arabwestreport.info/en/egypt-%E2%80%93-church-under-pressure
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Gurjinder Khambay made the transcript of 

this meeting. 

 15.30 – 16.00 A personal journey in intercultural 

dialogue  

Cornelis Hulsman 

16.00 – 16.15 break 

 16.15 – 17.00 Evaluation of this webinar and 

developing in the Ambassadorial Dialogue 

Program.  

Gurjinder Khambay made the transcript of 

this meeting. 

Dr. Matthew Anderson 

   

 

 

https://www.arabwestreport.info/en/personal-journey-intercultural-dialogue
https://www.arabwestreport.info/en/personal-journey-intercultural-dialogue

