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I borrow this title from these two important volumes published by al-Ahrām Center for Political and
Strategic Studies in two parts in 1996 and 1998, and which presented a unique study on the religious
reality in Egypt in terms of institutions and the country's unique diversity of Islamic, Christian and
Jewish components. They also included information about the number of followers of each religion as
well as their divisions and history in Egyptian land. The study, which was co-funded by al-Ahrām
Foundation and the German foundation "Konrad-Adenauer", was very well received, at both the
Egyptian and the regional level, which led to reissuing five more consecutive editions of them.

What prompted me to recover that recent past?

I have been retrieving this recent past since the events of July, following the forced dispersal of the
sit-ins in al-Nahḍa and Rābiʿa squares, as well as the burning of 63 churches and Christian buildings. I
was saddened by the incidents of Egyptian Christians who fled their city, ʿArīsh, to escape the killings
and the burning occurring there without any reason except because they were Christians affiliated to
churches of Jesus Christ, the son of Virgin Mary. The Christian Egyptians fled from ʿArīsh, the coastal
city that the Holy Family passed by on its way to the heart of Egypt.

Now, many Egyptian intellectuals, Muslims and non-Muslims, demand the inclusion of the millennium-
old history that characterized Egypt's Coptic rule into the Egyptian curriculum after it was neglected
by the educational system and considered as if had not existed. Many Egyptian intellectuals also
demand the re-teaching of the section on the abolition of the system of tribute imposed on Egyptian
Christians in return for not being recruited into the Egyptian army, in the books of Egyptian history.
This decision was made by Khedive Saʿīd in the middle of the 19th century, the ruler who took over
after Muḥammad ʿAlī, 'Ibrāhīm Pasha and ʿAbbās Ḥilmī I. This decision was considered as one of
Khedive Saʿīd's achievements on the basis that it is the decision that establishes the basis for
stabilizing the value of citizenship in society and recognizes our equal responsibility in recruiting for
the defense of the homeland.

What are the cultural institutions of the state waiting to translate this work and other similar works into
a simplified teachable material in our schools and universities?

If the state had done its duty since the publication of the two volumes and other studies, would the
head of state have needed all this time to call for the development and renewal of religious thought
and discourse?


