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Although the Egyptian church allows women access to a number of important positions, 

such as: nun, devotee, servant, and Guardian of Service and Hymns; there remain other 

domains that the Church completely prohibits women from accessing.  

 

1 - Priesthood 
 

In contrast to the Western Churches, the Egyptian Church absolutely does not allow 

women access to the priesthood. Similarly, the Coptic Church forbids women from 

reaching the rank of episcopate, as does the Lutheran Church and other evangelical 

churches. As of yet, a woman has never assumed the priesthood's responsibilities.  

 

2 - Presidency of the Church 
 

Over the course of 2017 years, and throughout the reign of the 118 Patriarchs of the 

Egyptian Church, the position which is currently occupied by Pope Ṭawādrus II, Pope of 

Alexandria, has never been given to a woman. The Egyptian Church is keen to assign the 

Presidency of the Church exclusively to Coptic Orthodox monks, and thus the church 

does not allow a woman to preside over it. 

 

3 - The Most Important Ecclesiastical Secrets 
 

In the Coptic Orthodox Church, the Association of Deaconesses has said that there are 

some cases in which the Church has not been categorically and unequivocally divisive, 

such as the issue of the permissibility of women receiving sacraments during their 

menstrual cycle. These sacraments, according to the Church's view, are the body and 

blood of Christ. Some believe that women can be offered sacraments during their 

menstrual cycle, such as Bishop Pavnotios, Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church in the 

region of Samalūṭ, Minyā Governorate. Bishop Pavnotios wrote a book entitled Women 

in Christianity, in which he emphasized that The Orthodox faith believes that the 

menstrual cycle is purely physiological, created by God like the rest of the secretions of 

the body, for which the individual is not prevented from Eucharist. Thus, one could 

consider the menstrual cycle congruent to other bodily secretions, such as saliva and 

sweat. 

 

In his book Women in Christianity, Pope Pavnotios asserted that the teachings of the 

early apostles of Christ did not prevent menstruating women from continuing to receive 

sacraments because, during multiple incidents, Jesus emphasized to his disciples that the 



individual must pray at all times. This position is also held by monk Joel [Yū'īl] al-

Maqārī, a student of the late Father Matthew the Poor [Matā al-Miskīn] - one of the first 

to adopt and, and fight for, such a position. In fact, Joel translated a work of research 

entitled Women and the Eucharist.  

 

Having adopted such a position, however, the Bishop of Samalūṭ and monk Joel 

contradicted Bishop Agathon ['Āghāthūn], Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church in 

Maghāghah, Minyā Governorate and President of the College Seminary Association. 

Father Agathon presented his position on the issue in an official memo dated November 

27 2016, which was composed of 14 pages. al-Muwātin managed to get a copy of this 

memo, which was presented to the Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church, 

composed of 124 bishops and headed by Pope Ṭawādrus II, Pope of Alexandria and 

Patriarch of Saint Mark, and his secretary, Bishop Rafael [Rafā'īl], the general bishop of 

central Cairo churches.  

 

Bishop Agathon described calls for menstruating women to receive sacraments as a 

"modern invention," affirming that the church considers both men and women equal with 

respect to this issue. Just as how the church bans menstruating women from receiving 

sacraments, so too would it ban any man who faced any kind of sexual bodily secretion. 

Bishop Agathon supported his view using quotes from the late Pope Shinūda III, as well 

as from Gregory of Nyssa, the late bishop of theology and scientific research.   

 


