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Al-Sādāt is the primary person responsible for planting and sponsoring the roots of discrimination in 
Egypt, but Mubārak is responsible for preserving al-Sādāt’s formula for maintaining religious and 
sectarian tensions in the country and manipulating them politically. In the Mubārak regime’s last 
decade, it was Ḥabīb al-ʿAdlī, Minister of Interior, who oversaw the [execution] of this formula, which 
produced unfortunate results in the form of Coptic murders, attacks on churches, and most 
dangerous of all, the expansion of an environment of religious and sectarian animosity in the country 
throughout all Egyptian social groups and the targeting of stable foundations of co-existence between 
Egyptians. The last year of Mubārak’s reign was the bloodiest and the most tense since al-Sādāt’s last 
year in office (1981). At the beginning of Mubārak’s last year, there occurred the crime of Najaʿ 
Ḥamādī, and at the end, there was the bombing of the Two Saints Church. In the space between 
them, there were several sectarian crimes such as the Samālūṭ train incident and the ʿUmrāniyya 
clashes. 

The 25th of January Revolution exploded and it took with it the air of of sectarian tensions and 
promoted a state of national unity that the country had not witnessed since the October War. It is true 
that certain agencies in the state collaborated with terrorist groups to kill this nascent spirit through a 
series of attacks on Copts and churches and attempts to promote an atmosphere of religious 
extremism. This is what set up Mursī’s presidential victory. However, it is also true that the 30th of 
June  Revolution in 2013 came to defeat all the conspiracies against Egypt’s unity. During the 30th of 
June Revolution, national cohesion prevailed and national unity was evident in all of its meanings 
[forms]. At the same time, the Muslim Brotherhood removed its "moderate" clothing and showed its 
true face, being as it is the overarching organization for all evils. War was declared on Egypt and 
Egyptians, war against the Egyptian army in Sinai, attacks on Egyptians, and the specific targeting of 
Copts [representing] a particularly low degree of wretchedness that culminated in the shooting and 
murder of a young child after she exited the Anglican Church in ʿAyn Shams. This is in addition to 
attacks on churches in al-Minyā and Asyūt, as well as the targeting of Egyptian Coptic citizens. All of 
these crimes were unsuccessful in changing the new reality in Egypt, which is beginning to head 
towards a new era of national cohesion, accompanied by the regression of sectarian and religious 
tension on the social level. The Egyptian population is undergoing a period of recovery from the 
disease of sectarianism and extremism, and the Brotherhood and its affiliates are exerting effort to 
stop this recovery and to pull society [back] towards the swamp of sectarianism and extremism once 
more - an effort that we trust they will not be successful at. What is important is that the state’s 
agencies and institutions recover from the the side-effects of the virus of sectarianism and for them to 
increase their effectiveness in tackling the hateful crimes committed against Copts. It is necessary 
that we expose these crimes to Egyptian public opinion, that we build a national campaign to defeat 
these crimes, and to start placing a comprehensive plan to heal Egypt from the disease of 
sectarianism and religious extremism. I think the first step in this plan should be issuing a law to 
create and establish a commission to confront discrimination generally, and religious discrimination 
more specifically. This law must be implemented firmly because, in this phase, it is important to use 
the law to fight discrimination, extremism, and sectarian attacks. In the next phase, the values of 
citizenship, equality, and anti-discrimination will be embedded in Egyptians’ consciousness and will 
return to be a part of Egyptian culture. 


