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IN SEARCH FOR TRUE PEACE AND COEXISTENCE 

BETWEEN PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT BELIEFS 

Bishop Yohanna Qulta 

. 

This is the transcript of the presentation H.E. Bishop Dr. Yohanna Qulta (84) gave at the Webinar 

on Inclusive Citizenship on September 26, 2020. This transcript was made by Shady Saleh el-

Sherif. Before Bishop Qulta became a priest he was teaching philosophy at Cairo University, 

Egypt. He is a prelate in the Coptic Catholic Church, a uniate church that is following the Coptic 

Orthodox liturgy but accepts the authority of the Catholic Pope in its teachings. 

I am coming from Egypt, bringing with me the testimony of a civilization which dates back to five 

thousand years. Its message is engraved on a pharaonic tomb with the words of the Egyptian 

Pharaoh, Akhenaton. From his prayer (1400 B.C.), I quote the following verses; 

• You, the One God .. nothing resembles you, 

• You are the creator of the world according to your own will  .. you created all people by 

yourself, 

• You gave them various languages, many shapes, and different colors, 

• You my God, master of creation, 

• You are acting for the sake of those who adore you, 

• You are the splendor of light in the sky, 

• You are the principle of life, 

• How splendid are your plans, 

• You are the Lord of eternity, 

• You, God, you are in my heart, you are the true peace and the source of all peace. 

All of us acknowledge that “peace” is no longer considered as a spiritual value only, or a political 

demand, or one of the factors of economic development. I believe peace can be a synonym for life, 

and here I mean human life for individuals, groups, and people. Without true peace, our civilization 

will collapse. Moreover, without true peace, all values whether spiritual, religious, or social will 
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become vague and lose their raison d’etre and their meanings. Therefore, losing peace would lead 

to the utmost tragedy for all humanity. 

With the end of the third millennium and the outset of the twenty first century, we started to search 

for new ways of reconciliation between people. We should seek to establish equitable peace, a 

peace that has a different meaning than all its previous meanings. Nowadays, people are no longer 

satisfied with promises, they need to see real actions, they don’t want a divided world with a spirit 

of hostility and violence, instead, they are looking for justice and peace. 

I believe that there are three main points that need to be reconsidered by international organizations 

such as the United Nations, and they are;  

A) Reappraisal of the fact that the human is a person 

We should strive to turn over pages of the past, especially those with history of servitude, slavery, 

colonization, and fanaticism. We must forget the days when human beings despised, or humiliated 

each other, and scorned the beliefs of each other and their heritage. 

We should look for a true peace that rejects the idea of surrendering to the de facto situation. The 

de facto in our belief is that every human is a sublime creature who is the image and resemblance 

of the Creator. Every human being is the brother, or sister of any other human being. Sharing with 

him or her the same life. Human beings are one family whose members have access to the same 

resources of the earth, and we are able to progress together. However, everyone one of us must 

preserve what God has created on our planet, like plants and animals, and we all shall seek to 

safeguard human rights at the same time. 

True peace totally rejects any act of force, violence or discrimination. Also, it rejects anything that 

does not respect human dignity. We should then ask for a new recognition of humanity in a way 

which restores our dignity, and our right to live, emphasizing the noblest meaning of our existence 

on earth. 

Great scientific accomplishments have been achieved by mankind. In this era of globalization, the 

world has become a big town. A great number of barriers between people have fallen. It is a 

wonderful victory for human intelligence. Who can deny the progress achieved throughout the 

past years? Who can deny that interrelations between people became much deeper that made them 
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closer to each other? And yet, as human beings we have not been able to become a true “one 

family.” There is still a tremendous gab between the very rich people living in luxury villas, the 

poor, the striving, and the extremely oppressed people. Scientific progress is supposed to benefit 

everyone, but that is not the case today. This progress may even become a catastrophe if we do not 

reassess what it means to be a human being, if we do not promote real values of peace and 

coexistence. 

 

For centuries, philosophy, theology, and the Islamic “fiqh” have been struggling to defend  human 

dignity, but these efforts will not achieve their purpose as long as science does not align with 

religion to ensure human dignity. Here, we can mention what his holiness Pope John Paul II wrote 

in his book “Faith and Reason” to emphasize the importance of the cooperation between science 

and religion. 

The human being is unique and has divine roots which link his destiny to his spiritual being. One 

should not appraise the value of a person in terms of her or his bodily needs, and greedy instincts 

because the human person is not a wandering body thrown randomly on earth, as any person has 

divine roots. This is the challenge and the message we should achieve in the coming centuries. 

The appraisal of each human being places him or her in the heart of modern civilization and all 

amazing discoveries. But these discoveries must not enslave the human person. These discoveries 

must not be controlled or monopolized by a minority. They must be serving every man and woman. 

Everyone is at the service of all others. The human being as such should remain the maker of 

civilizations and never be a slave to it, or dehumanized by it.  

What I mean here is that I recognize the real value of scientific progress in that it promotes 

humanity as a whole, but also it should be developing every person’s spiritual and moral energies, 

promoting closer relations with his sisters and brothers in humanity, developing and deepening 

family ties, social links, love for one’s motherland and for all the countries around the world. 

Some thirty civilizations before ours have elapsed and have built the history of humanity. They 

are the chain links of all human efforts. However, there is no civilization that was ever built in 

isolation from other civilizations. Our current civilizations are the result of what the whole 

humanity has done in the past as everyone has taken a part in making them.  
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But the time has come to appreciate the human being as the aim of civilization and science. The 

value of the person means for me to consider her or him as a reasonable being. I mean by 

reasonable being the one who has a reason which is a ray of the reason of the Creator. While a 

spiritual being refers to a person who doesn’t live on food only, but he is living according to the 

Word of God. A moral being is a person who has a conscience and natural divine laws. But the 

social being is someone who cannot live outside a human group, and for whom being selfish is 

like committing suicide. 

B) Reappraisal of the relations between religions 

There is a fact that we should admit that there will be no peace in this universe unless there is 

peace between religions. On the other hand, there will be no peace between religions unless there 

is a dialogue between them. The second half of the twentieth century was characterized by the 

dialogue among religions, following the call made by the Second Vatican Council in 1965 to open 

a frank and sincere dialogue among the various religions of the world. During the council, a 

statement on the relation between the Catholic Church and other religions was issued. 

We should reassess all that has been proposed in those statements. Mankind and followers of 

religions should all turn the pages of the past, and drop all what is remaining in their memories of 

the destructive religious wars, as all along the past centuries, many wars have broken out, and 

resulted in obscuring religious thought. Each century has had its own victims and casualties in the 

name of religion. Even nowadays, wars are still going on in many areas of the world in which man 

kills his brother in the name of his religion, or of his beliefs. 

I want to address mankind with these words: 

- You who are a unique family, stop what you are doing. Stop mixing religion and violence. Stop 

making shedding people’s blood in the name of God. Stop making discrimination among 

individuals and groups because of their different faith or beliefs. 

But we must not forget that every believer thinks that in his or her own faith  he or she possesses 

the absolute truth. We must acknowledge the existence of a multitude of divine approaches and 

the diversity of faiths and beliefs. It is the first truth in life and history. As is mentioned in the 

quoted Pharaonic text, we have different faces, different languages but there is one Creator. 
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The human community needs this religious maturity and spiritual vision which would enable the 

whole of humanity to gather in respect and love for its heritage. In the history of nations, there has 

been no period in history in which only one religion existed, and there was no period in which 

there was only one religious’ doctrine that was prevailing. I believe that in religious plurality, there 

is a divine secret and wisdom. 

 

During the last century, we have discovered the value of inter-religious dialogue. This century we 

must deepen and strengthen this dialogue. Inter-religious dialogue is a reality and necessity which 

must be thoroughly and deeply studied, not only on intellectual and theological levels, but also on 

the level of mass culture: it must be a main topic and concern in schools, universities, cultural 

centers,.etc, especially in the countries where religion has a deep influence on people’s lives. This 

inter-religious dialogue is not a luxury or a hobby. It is a vital element for the promotion of true 

peace, a vital means to discover God through other people, to discover God through our 

differences.  

In Egypt, my country, we have been living along the history with multiple religions. Muslims, 

Christians, and Jews lived together. We are one family. Moreover, we can assure the world that 

interfaith dialogue and peaceful coexistence among religions is possible. If there are some 

obstacles and differences, they are not to be attributed to people or to present governments. They 

are the vestiges of a heavy heritage following centuries of history. They are the result of the sin of 

history and of past times. 

In my opinion, we are in need for continuous efforts and explanatory statements by religious people 

to turn over the pages of the past, and to replace them with pages of peace, and of living together 

in peace, We shall struggle for a long time before we can remove the remnants of so many 

centuries, deeply rooted in the memory and in the minds of people, and which express themselves 

in feelings of hatred and disdain towards other people. 

I beg and entreat you my brothers and sisters, you religious leaders of all different religions, to 

spread out this message of tolerance and peace, asking for forgiveness and forgiving one another, 

letting the past to the past, as Pope John Paul II asked us to do, because plurality is a divine secret, 

and tolerance among people is the core of all religions. 
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This is what Egypt firmly believes and what is acknowledged by our people as well as by our 

government officials and leading people. Their endeavors are serious for the establishing of a 

tolerant society. This encourages us to have a great confidence and an immense hope in the future. 

C) Reappraisal of the values of culture  

The human being cannot progress on a human level without taking the road of culture. However, 

how we define culture? It is the work of thought fathoming in the secret of universe and mainly in 

the secret of the human being. In all fields and scopes of human life, the aim of culture is to 

progress closer and closer to the loftiest and most sublime secret, the secret of God and the meaning 

of human life. 

Culture is the result of the efforts by the whole humanity, it is the way towards improvement and 

progress, while the aim of culture is the human being. What we have already achieved at all 

scientific levels points out a most important truth: the Human being holds an inner energy which 

enables him to outpace and transcend all cultures. That inward energy will never let him or her be 

a prisoner of a single culture. It is this energy that is called “culture” and it frees the human being 

from the prison of limited cultures, and this inward energy helps him to be universal and spiritual. 

Notwithstanding, how many new energies, or how many fields of culture might originate if culture 

was in unity with faith? 

Human reality as we can see it in history makes us understand how much human beings are deeply 

linked with their language, their own culture and traditions. It is great to watch the specificity of 

each national culture. Nobody has the right to despise a culture whatever it is. No individual, no 

state, no international organization is allowed to scorn a culture or to think that people or a single 

person does not deserve life because of his or her culture. 

In the same way, as there is a genuine right to possess a national culture, there is also an authentic 

right and duty to respect the culture of other people. We have to discover and deepen the specificity 

of our national culture. It is our duty, but in the same way, we are invited to discover the specificity 

of all other cultures, and therein lies cultural diversity. 

We must make sure that religion does not become an obstacle toward the respect of other cultures, 

and we mustn’t use it for political aims. Every religion refuses that. It is a sacred duty to love one’s 
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country, but we must absolutely refuse to instill into our national feelings feelings of hatred and 

scorn for other cultures. 

For this reason, I propose some thoughts as a cultural improvement plan, and I invite my brothers, 

leaders of religions in the whole world, as well as those who have a responsibility on the cultural 

level to ponder those points: 

1) We must filter our national culture to drop all elements that are opposed to other cultures. 

We must plant seeds of general understanding, and of broadmindedness in human thought 

and widening the respect of every culture. 

2) As early as kindergarten, in primary, secondary schools in universities, we must spread a 

culture of peace. 

3) We must encourage and promote the culture of art which is the way to discover the beauty 

of life, and the beauty of the human being. Works of art help us to discover other cultures 

because I believe that art has its fingerprint on all that is supernatural. 

4) It is the role of mass media to create and spread an atmosphere of love and acceptance 

among human beings today. 

5) May the younger religious leaders, the new generations of them understand and promote 

human culture, and let it sink in religions. May they integrate culture with their religious 

teaching without coloring it with colors of fanaticism and scorn. 

Conclusion 

The challenge facing humanity in its core is neither a challenge against starvation, even though it 

kills millions of people. Nor is it a challenge against pollution, or even is it solely a call for 

reconciliation and forgivingness, yet for me the challenge is: 

How shall we live in the twenty-first century and all along the third millennium with an utmost 

respect for the right of every man and woman as a human being. How shall we respect our brothers 

and sisters in their faith, their traditions, knowing that they have a right to live in peace. 

Every human being is the brother or the sister of people who live in the Americas, Africa, Asia, 

Europe and Oceania. In other words, in all the parts of the world. 
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Humanity will never be one family if we do not respect every human being with his or her religion, 

and with his or her culture. 

I am confident in God’s mercy. God created the world and He remains responsible for it, he will 

never abandon it. I am confident that the human being is not a a creature with a simple instinct or 

a package of desires, he is a living being and the gift of God. 

I am confident that God is at work in every human being. As people managed to conquer all parts 

of science, they can also conquer the world of thoughts and spirit through meditation and prayer 

and they are able to deepen tolerance and coexistence among each other. 

I am confident that the people of the East who have given to human history a spiritual and mystical 

heritage are able to participate in the preservation and in the progress of humanity. 

I am confident that we, human beings, can discover that the true civilization is the civilization of 

Love and of Peace before being a civilization of science and technology. 

To all my brothers and sisters around the world, may peace and love be our road to build one 

human family.  

 


