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Today marks the anniversary of the prominent author Iḥsan ʿAbd al-Qudūs’ death on January 11th,
1990.  ʿAbd al-Qudūs is responsible for the most famous stories in Egyptian cinema. In the following,
we offer some words on his live… his upbringing? His relationship with women? His family? And how
was his relationship with the [political] leadership?

His Upbringing: between Religious Fanaticism and Intellectual Freedom 
Iḥsan ʿAbd al-Qudūs was born on January 1st, 1919 and his upbringing was one of contradiction. He
was brought up in his grandfather’s house, the engineer, actor, and author Muḥammad ʿAbd al-Qudūs
- shaykh Raḍwān - an Azhar graduate who worked as Head of Transcribers at the sharīʿa courts. he
was a pious and extremist man. He would force all the family members to be [religiously] adherents
and banned all the women of the family from exiting to the terrace without a headscarf. On the other
hand, his mother was the Lebanese artist and journalist Rose al-Yūsuf. She was a liberated women
who opened her house to cultural and political lectures, which were attended by prominent poets,
authors, politicians, and artists. 

As a child, Iḥsan oscillated between his grandfather’s lectures (where he would meet his grandfather’s
colleagues at al-Azhar and receive religious lessons), and his mother’s lectures amongst a group of
liberal thinkers. This environment shapes a critic of religious extremism. 

His Studies
Iḥsan studied at Khalīl Āghā school in Cairo, and Fūʾād the First school in Cairo. He subsequently
enrolled in Cairo University’s Faculty of law and graduated in 1942, although he failed to become a
lawyer. later, he spoke about this failure, noting: “I was a failed lawyer, unable to conduct debates and
discussions. I would hide my failure in court either by shouting or fighting with the judges, or I would
joke with them, a practice that made me lose judges’ sympathy. As such, I bid farewell to my dream of
becoming a prominent lawyer.” 

His Management of Rose al-Yūsuf 
Iḥsan took over the editorial management of Rose al-Yūsuf at the age of 26, and then [quickly]
submitted his resignation. Afterwards, he took over as Editor-in-Chief of Akhbār al-Yawm newspaper
between 1966-1968. He was subsequently hired as Head of the Board of Directors, in addition to
being Editor-in-Chief, between 1971-1974. 

His Relationship to [Political] Leadership and the Story of Corrupt Weapons 
Iḥsan used to write political articles, which lead to his imprisonment and detention [in a concentration
camp for political prisoners]. One of the most famous articles from this collection was titled “At a
Coffeeshop in the Political Street, Political Risks, Far from Earth.” He is also responsible for the
rumors surrounding the case of corrupt weapons. Moreover, according to him, Iḥsan was the subject
of numerous assassination attempts, all of which he survived. He was also jailed twice after 23rd of
July in the Military Prison, and the centers of power issued a decision for his execution. 

His Novels:
Iḥsan ʿAbd al-Qudūs wrote more than 600 stories and novels, and presented to the Egyptian cinema a
large number of these stories - 49 of which became films, 5 became theatrical scripts, 9 became radio
programs, and 10 became television programs. That is in addition to 65 of his novels that were



programs, and 10 became television programs. That is in addition to 65 of his novels that were
translated into English, French, German, Ukranian, and Chinese. Most of his novels dealt with the
corruption in Egyptian society, and in [public] morals. 

His Words on Love: 

"Love is the secret agent to the success of literary works.”

"The only honorable justification for slavery is that a human being love his country to the extent that
he becomes its slave, that he believe in a principal to the extent that he comes its slave, that he love
his mother to the extent that he becomes her slave, and that he love his friend to the extent that he
becomes his slave. The [kind of] slavery that is unjustifiable is that you marry a man you do not love,
or work a job that you do not believe in.”

"Does loyalty [devotion, faithfulness] only apply to matters of the body? Or is it loyalty of thought,
heart, and spirit? 

The stranger is more loyal than the close friend because he drifts away before his loyalty withers. The
greatest comfort is to tell you story amongst a stranger. In doing so, it is as if you are letting it go in
the sea, and his distance from you assures you that he will not misuse this story one day in a way that
would harm you.” 

“The human being always thinks of [that which is] far, and searches for [that which is] far.” 

“Divorce is not easy… it is a wound in the body of life that remains for a lifetime.” 

“There is something called love, and something called the instinct to possess. Between love and the
instinct to possess is a thin line, very thin,  if you find it, you will discover a big difference.” 

Mubārak Grants the Order of the Republic 
Former President Muḥammad Ḥusnī Mubārak honored him [Iḥsan ʿAbd al-Qudūs] and granted him the
Order of the Republic. He won the country’s Prize of Honor in Literature in 1989 for Best Film Story for
his novel, The Bullet is Still in my Pocket (al-Ruṣāṣa lā tazāl fī jaybī).

His Death
He died on January 11th, 1990 at the age of 71. 
 


