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Dear esteemed Egyptian church leaders, in the previous part of my letter, I said that I would write to
you this open, transparent discourse after the Personal Status Code was returned to the churches so
as to yield language consented upon by all Christian communities. This letter includes only my
personal opinion and does not express the opinion of the majority of Evangelists in Egypt:

First: From the outset, I clearly declare my belief that divorce is not a solution.

Secondly: no one can deny that there are a large number of problems within many Christian families
which led many people to change their faith in order to be able to break the marital bond and marry
again.

Third: Commentators differed in interpreting the texts related to divorce in the Bible. Some of them
consider that there is no divorce in Christianity at all.

Fourth: There are those who consider: Adultery by way of sight constitutes intended adultery.

Fifth: The messengers of Christ and his disciples did not marry anyone, and Christ did not conduct
any religious ceremonies for any couple.

Sixth: Christ gave full freedom for each individual to choose his/her way in life and even his/her
eternal destiny.

Seventh: The Church started to intervene in the question of marriage only in the sixteenth century.

Eighth: Due to the growing number of marital problems, the Church has endeavored to re-interpret the
texts of divorce and constituted Law 88 in order to permit divorce for a number of reasons that may
lead to adultery, thus it was a solution to many problems.

Ninth: Some of the bishops of the Church consider that erroneous behavior dissolves marriages.

Tenth: Christ did not dictate any legislation for marriage and divorce. This latter maybe evil, but at the
same time it maybe the lesser of two evils. Sometimes, a person might find himself forced to choose,
under the pressure of circumstances, between two bad things.

Eleventh: The Church completes the second marriage ceremony of the innocent party who did not
commit the sin of adultery, while the adulterous party is disallowed to marry even though Christ
forgave the act of adultery.  When re-drafting the law, it should be taken into consideration that those
individuals are Egyptian citizens who, under the current system, have absolutely no pathway to pursue
a legal second marriage. I hope that the Church finds a solution to this problem when re-drafting
language for the unified Personal Status Code.

Twelve: I do not know the secret behind the fear of a civil marriage law between a Christian Egyptian
man and woman. The very nature of marriage itself is a consensual civil contract followed by religious
ritual. It is known that most countries in the developed world have two systems of marriage: the
church marriage, which is committed to the rules of the Bible; and civil marriage, which is subject to
regulatory civil laws regarding marriage, in accordance with general legal rules that protect all parties'
rights.  These two systems function in tandem in most of the countries in the world, and it is up to the
couple to choose that which suits them best. There are those who prefer Church marriages, and also
those who prefer civil marriages. Moreover, there are countless couples who pursued a civil marriage,



those who prefer civil marriages. Moreover, there are countless couples who pursued a civil marriage,
as well as a Church marriage. With that in mind, why not demand the legislation of civil marriages as a
solution to several problems, all the while maintaining the belief in one’s own personal freedom to
choose the path that suits them best, as well as acting out Christ’s teachings by not forcing anything
on anyone? The discussion continues…

 


