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Hānī ʿAbd al-Raḥmān, the official documentarian of New Suez Canal, 
announced that he will begin to document the information related to the 
housing of Coptic families moving from al-ʿArīsh to al-Ismāʿīlīya after being 
targeted by terrorists.  
   
Mr. Hānī stated to al-Waṭan that he aims to prevent the exploitation of the 
crisis of al-Arish Copts (that he described as "temporary") through his 
documentation efforts. He states that some people inside and outside of 
Egypt work to take advantage of the crisis to spread a negative and false 
image about the country and the treatment of Copts in Egypt.  
   
Hānī emphasizes that mutual trust between Coptic citizens, the state, and 
the Muslim citizens prove that the national unity of Egypt demonstrates that 
the national unity of Egypt is a historical fact. Hānī states that Egypt’s 
national unity will remain intact despite the recent history of negative 
relations between Coptic and Muslim Egyptians.  
   
He stated that there is no difference between Muslims and Christians, and 
that the state, including the association of al-Azhar Al-Sharīf, the largest 
religious authority in Egypt and the Sunni Islamic world, condemned the 
attacks against Copts in al-ʿArīsh. He affirms that both the state and al-
Azhar strongly care about embedding the principle of "religion for god, the 
homeland for all" in the national fabric.  
   
Mr. Hanī noted that General Yāssīn Ṭāhir's speech to the Egyptian 
Parliament’s Human Rights Committee, in which he praised the hospitality of 
"al-Ismāʿīlīya's people towards the Coptic families of al-ʿArīsh, left a kind 
impression by all accounts.  
   
Furthermore, he said that he will name his documentary series about the 
Christian families "Journey to the Homeland" in order to indicate to the 
changes Egypt has witnessed since the 25th of January revolution, aside from 
combating the Islamic radical currents. Moreover, he expressed his thanks to 
the state for its success in managing the Coptic crisis without letting any 
party take advantage of it.  
	  


