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Egypt is facing a confrontation against terrorist groups concentrated in northern Sinai targeting military 
installations and buildings and extending their activity recently to the capital. Throughout the past three years, 
there has been an undeniable rise in the number of terrorist attacks. The year 2015 was the most painful and 
Egypt ranked 10th in the Global Terror Index for most affected countries. The country is currently entering a 
new wave of terrorism, the most prominent features of which are the targeting of the Copts and the expansion 
of the geographical area of terrorist operations, which are no longer limited to Sinai but spread to other 
provinces. For example, the Madkūr checkpoint was blown up in al-Haram Street last December. Ḥasm 
[“Determination,” a terrorist organization] claimed responsibility. In April, a policeman was killed and 12 others 
wounded in an explosion in front of a police training center in Ṭanṭa and the Luwā’ al-thawra [“The 
Revolution’s Brigade,” a terrorist organization] claimed responsibility for the attack. 

In spite of the variety of terrorism’s targets in Egypt, especially the security checkpoints, police training 
centers, civilian elements, and members of the clergy, churches were the focus of terrorist operations, most 
recently the bombing of the churches of St. George in Ṭanṭa and St. Mark  in Alexandria, claiming 44 dead 
and 126 wounded.

Most likely, the targeting of churches comes within the context of an [overarching] attack by radical groups on 
symbols of the secular [political] model. The violent currents and sleeper cells of terrorist entities consider the 
Church to be the complete opposite of their faith-based doctrines. Radical groups reject the concepts of 
citizenship, freedom of belief, and mutual coexistence.

The incidents in  the churches of Ṭanṭa and Alexandria reveal an evolution in terrorist movement’s collective 
awareness regarding their vision for [Egypt’s] Copt[ic community]. A video was broadcast on February 19, in 
which it was declared that the bombing of the Patriarchal [in Alexandria] will not be the last [of its kind], and 
that Copts are “our primary goal, and our favorite bait.” 

The events of the two churches were not the first of their kind. In 2011, on the eve of the New Year, there 
occurred the massive bombing of the Saints Church in Sīdī Bishr. In October 2013, militants shot dead a 
wedding party in al-Wārrāq area, west of Cairo, and a suicide bombing in December killed 28 people. The 
latest incident, however, appears to be different due to its high death toll. This incident also coincides with 
ISIS’ geographical retreat in Egypt, after the army managed to penetrate the legendary Jabal Ḥalāl [Mt. 
Ḥalāl], the fortress that remained a safe haven for extremists. 

The intent is that counterterrorism efforts remain active, and this requires the adoption of a multifaceted 
strategy. In addition to military and procedural measures, there remains the [need to] ease political tensions, 
reform the educational system to transform public and private schools into national institutions for the 
cultivation of religious tolerance, intensify the media narrative surrounding ethics and interpretations of 
human rights, and the invitation of social figures and their encouragement to support the state in defeating 
terrorism. 

 


