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THE CENTER FOR ARAB-WEST UNDERSTANDING 

LEARNING CENTER OPENED ITS DOORS IN CAIRO 

 

or Egyptians, there is compulsory education. Syrian refugees are able to make use of 

the Egyptian school system. Non-Arabic speaking foreign students usually find their 

ways to private schools in Egypt but their tuition fees can be quite staggering. Many 

parents in Cairo cannot afford to pay those school fees. Africa Hope Learning Center 

caters to children up to grade 8 and is at full capacity. Stars refugee school offers 

education for a Sudanese high school diploma. They have graciously opened their doors for some 

non-Sudanese children but that becomes hard for children who are not fluent Arabic speakers and 

who have big learning gaps. 

“Children from low-income non-

refugee families and in particular 

those who have big educational 

gaps are stuck in limbo, they have 

neither the funds nor the 

educational skills to fit into 

mainstream schools,” says Eileen 

Werner, a professional teacher 

who cares for such children. 

Hundreds of such children are left 

without the necessary education 

to make a reasonable living. 

      This has made the Center for 

Arab-West Understanding join 

hands with Eileen Werner who 

has decades of teaching 

experience, Lori Lawson of the Petrescue Bible School and the African Teacher Training Network 

(ATTN!) and Muṣṭafā al-Sayyīd [Mostafa el-Sayed], an Egyptian Educational Consultant, Egypt 

Scholars Inc. 

      The consequence of dealing with children with huge learning gaps is that no child is the same. 

Teaching such children needs to be highly individualistic and each child gets the time needed to 

explain the subject that he or she is working on. “The learning center uses, therefore, an open 

grading system which does not rely on age, nor past grades but the ability of the individual student. 

Part of this system is continuous assessment which empowers the student to rapidly build 

confidence, responsibility and academic skills,” Eileen Werner says. 

      “Our academic accountability system nurtures students to become independent learners.”  The 

curriculum is a mix of US standards and benchmarks and UK secondary criteria. The goal is to 

provide students with a diploma according to their ability. There are bright students among them 
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who easily are able to work towards high school certification, therefore, they would be able to 

continue on with further education studies. 

      The work of the Learning Center is ideal for a student like Diana (19) who has been in and out 

of several schools and systems where she had difficulties in understanding what was being taught. 

“In this learning center I understand what I am doing and why this is important. In previous schools 

I sometimes felt uncomfortable.” Eileen Werner is not surprised “Of course a child feels 

uncomfortable when she or he is in a class with children and a teacher who expects a higher 

comprehension level in subjects than they are capable of.”  

      The Center for Arab-West Understanding’s Learning Center thus fills in a dire need in Cairo 

but it can’t do this alone. The Center is teaming up with the Heliopolis University for Sustainability 

that nurtures a strong program to serve the needy in society. But the center also needs support to 

build the needed infrastructure to serve such children in need. 

                                                                                                        KEES HULSMAN 

The Center for Arab-West Understanding has years of experience with student internships. Such 

interns provide voluntary support in teaching the students of the learning center. The Center is 

looking for people who are willing to sponsor (part of) the costs of a student. The center also looks 

for mentors in the fields of art and music to enrich the core subjects on a daily basis. On Saturday 

1st December 2018 at 2pm CAWU Learning Center is proud to announce its first Open Day. We 

would appreciate if you can contact us beforehand at learning.center@cawu.org 
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