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The U.S. President Donald Trump has officially recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel on 

December 7, 2017, and announced the plan to move the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to 

Jerusalem. Even though his move was anticipated before (this plan has been legally in place in the 

U.S. since 1995), Trump’s act has shattered the hopes of millions of people throughout the world, 

people who still believed that Trump would abjure from this inflammatory decision and instead 

propose a diplomatic solution to one of the longest ongoing conflicts in the Middle East. 

Instead of emphasizing the process of peace and encouraging reconciliation between Israel and 

Palestine, Trump chose to further polarize an already divided society – an action that is most likely 

to prompt another violent escalation of a conflict that has claimed countless civilian lives. 

Trump’s move has sparked a debate throughout the world, with the consequences being felt 

immediately: The Palestinian Authority announced that they will reject a further meeting with 

Trump. Indeed, Trump has arguably disqualified himself and his government to be a mediator 

between the Israelis and the Palestinians. With this action, his government has completely lost the 

competence to take part in dialogue between the two sides. It is no wonder that Palestinian 

President Mahmoud Abbas will not welcome U.S. Vice-President Pence on the latter’s trip to the 

region. 

On the Palestinian side, Trump’s move has apparently caused abject desperation there, leaving 

Palestinians and their supporters depressed, broken and vanquished. Not even the governments 

in the Arab world seem to care about them anymore, as  Harry De Quetteville argues in an article 

in the Telegraph. 

The BBC reported about the Arab League’s statement saying that the U.S. has ‘withdrawn itself as 

a sponsor and broker’ of any possible Israeli-Palestinian peace process through its decision and 

“Mr Trump's move ‘deepens tension, ignites anger and threatens to plunge the region into more 

violence and chaos.’” Arab League Secretary General Ahmed Abul-Gheit furthermore stated that 

Trump’s decision would “fuel extremism and recourse to violence” (Al-Ahram, No. 1372 7-13 

December 2017). 



 

 

Protests and demonstrations in response to Trump’s decision have erupted in the MENA region 

and around the world. Furthermore, various countries and politicians have expressed their 

concerns on Trump’s decision. The New York Times reported that all 14 other members of the UN 

Security Council expressed their deep concern regarding Trump’s decision. East Jerusalem is 

considered by the Security Council as occupied Palestinian territory since the 1967 “Six-Day War”. 

CNN reported on clashes between protestors and Israeli security forces, with the first fatalities as a 

result of the decision. The Israel Defense Forces, furthermore, carried out airstrikes against a 

target in Gaza, after two projectiles were fired from Gaza to the south of Israel. The situation has 

also escalated Lebanon, where police and protestors clashed near the U.S. Embassy in Beirut. 

 The December 8, 2017, editorial of the Jerusalem Post, however, argued in opposition to this that 

“for the first time in recent history Jerusalem became a free city that protected the religious rights 

of all faiths, as envisioned by the UN. The capital of Israel, the city has flourished as a home to a 

diverse population – Jewish, Muslim and Christian.” It was also conveyed that critique against 

Trumps decision “tends to distract attention from the real issue: that there are many Muslim 

extremists who refuse to reconcile themselves to the existence of a Jewish state in the Middle East 

within any borders no matter what its capital.” 

The Guardian argued that not all people within Israel have been happy with Trump’s decision at all: 

“In Israel – beyond the euphoria of the rightwing political elites – the decision was greeted with little 

more than an anxious shrug, the rain-slicked streets of west Jerusalem empty of celebrations even 

in the immediate aftermath of Trump’s declaration.” 

To fully understand the gravity of the Jerusalem declaration, one must not only be aware of the 

U.S. President’s continuous sabre-rattling with Iran, but also his intimate connections with the 

nascent Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman, and the broader picture of the Sunni-Shia 

proxy war currently being waged in the greater Middle East. 

“By recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, Trump and Israel may have broken a political rule 

which says it is dangerous to mess with de facto situations others have informally come to accept. 

Doing so can have unexpectedly disastrous consequences.” wrote Patrick Cockburn in The 

Independent, “In October, Trump de-certified the nuclear deal with Iran, demonising the Iranians as 

the source of all instability in the region. He and his administration tend to conflate Iranians and 

Shias in much the same way as do Saudi Arabia and the Sunni monarchs of the Gulf.” 

Trump’s violent rhetoric against the Islamic Republic of Iran on various occasions, including his 

moves towards a termination of the Nuclear Deal, were other steps towards an escalation of the 



 

 

fragile situation in the Middle East. Arab-West Report will update you on the case of Iran in the 

next week.  

Trump’s advance to recognize Jerusalem as capital of Israel can also be seen as a step to incite 

the Lebanese-Shi’ite Hizbollah to take action against Israel. The reaction came promptly, with the 

leader of Hizbollah, Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, calling for a “Day of Rage” and a new Intifada, 

Reuters reported. 

Hizbollah, which has been an advancing power since the outbreak of the Syrian Civil War, is seen 

as one of Iran’s most powerful allies in the Levant region. Therefore, the group has recently come 

under fire from Saudi Arabia. It was widely speculated that Saudi Arabia has urged Lebanese 

Prime Minister Saad Hariri to resign for what was branded as “incapability” to act against Hizbollah, 

with Lebanon becoming a playground for the proxy war between the two sides of the Persian Gulf.  

Trump’s son-in-law and Senior Adviser Jared Kushner was criticized for his trip to Saudi Arabia 

where he allegedly was plotting new developments in the Middle East together with Saudi Crown 

Prince Mohammad bin Salman.  

What is known as the “2017 Saudi Arabian Royal Purge” has led to the arrest of several prominent 

functionaries in Saudi Arabia, including several members of the royal family, on charges of 

corruption. However, this purge is also a part of Mohammad bin Salman’s attempt at securing 

power in the Gulf kingdom. The “Saudi Purge” and Mohammad bin Salman’s rise to power has 

consequently influenced the politics of several other countries.  

Unfortunately, no improvement has been made in the devastating Sunni-Shi’ite Civil War in 

Yemen, in which a Saudi-led blockade has led to what is the gravest humanitarian crisis in recent 

history, according to former UN Emergency Relief Coordinator and Humanitarian Jan Egeland. 

One failure of the Saudi Arabian approach was the so called “Qatar crisis” before the purge. After 

the Kingdom imposed sanctions on Qatar, they perhaps expected Qatar to bow to the sanctions 

quickly, and so return to the “gulf family” with ease. However, the small peninsular nation, known 

throughout the world as the country with the largest gross domestic product (at purchasing power 

parity) per capita, decided to not go back to the family. Public opinion in Qatar has tippled over 

against the foreign intervention in the country. Not only that: Support of foreign governments have 

helped Qatar to handle the crisis without succumbing to the strictures imposed by  its neighbours. 

As expected, Iran joined in the effort. We should not forget and take into consideration that Qatar 

still has support from parts of the Trump administration with top-level officials in the United States 

speaking out in favor of Qatar. 



 

 

Turkey’s new engagement with Qatar plays a critical role also: Turkey has after a fashion filled the 

resultant power gap, becoming the new protector of the Gulf microstate. Strong ties with Turkey 

are valuable in these days, considering Turkey’s aspiration to become a hegemonic power in the 

region. 

Conflicts in the Middle East and North Africa region are multi-faceted, complex, and sometimes 

difficult to understand for those on the inside as well as on the outside. In the immense spiderweb 

of alliances and mésalliances, mistrust and conspiracy are omnipresent. Under these fragile 

circumstances, manipulation and warmongering is almost always a successful tactic, and Trump 

has demonstrated this fact once more.  

But Trump’s administration has no issue with this: the U.S. mainland is, or has been, absolutely out 

of reach for any of its potential enemies – especially after the most important one, Iran, was lured 

into signing the Nuclear Deal.  

Of course, tragic terrorist attacks have occurred inside the USA. These, however, have largely 

been small-scale attacks claiming at minimum, a handful and at maximum a few thousand lives. 

This is a small figure in comparison to the figures of the civilian victims of airstrikes and high-tech 

warfare inflicted on the MENA region, Asia, and Africa. Besides, terrorism has served as a 

propaganda tool to raise funds and justify their own airforce’s marauding around other countries. 

The most obvious reason for the U.S. (amongst others) to meddle in the Middle East is to hook up 

with the autocrats in charge of the oil fields. This is so obvious that it needs no further explanation. 

How to achieve this? By messing up a whole region, extending helping hands to “friends” while at 

the same time making sure that they cannot do without you. 

The situation in the Middle East is messier than it has rarely ever been before, thanks to Trump 

and his new guard allies. It is out of the question that Jerusalem is the capital of the State of Israel. 

However, as long as the Palestinians say that East Jerusalem is also the capital of Palestine and 

this conflict is not solved on the political scale, it will only add fuel to the flames to shift the U.S. 

Embassy to Jerusalem.  

Ultimately, Trump’s decision was a clear answer to those who, for whatever reason, managed to 

preserve faith in the United States of America as a nation encouraging diplomatic relations. It was 

Trump’s latest step towards plunging the Middle East into turmoil and chaos. This decision will 

come at a high price: When the warmonger and his intimates will banquet for Christmas in 

Washington DC., people in Palestine, Israel, Yemen, Syria, Lebanon and Iraq will suffer for his 

actions. 


