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MEMRI TV Clip No. 6274 highlighted the November 5 interview with firebrand lawyer Nabīḥ 
al-Waḥsh, who stated on Egyptian TV, “I'm proud to be anti-Semitic,” and “if I see any Israeli, I 
will kill him.” 

Nabīḥ al-Waḥsh has become known for wild and outlandish statements (of course one method of 
getting fame), many of which have been documented in Arab-West Report. I do not know of any 
educated Egyptian citizen or government official who takes his statements seriously, yet he 
produces good clips for controversial media reporting. 

In an Egyptian TV interview, al-Waḥsh calls upon the government to remove the tomb of 
Yaakov Abu Hatzeira [Abū Ḥaṣīra] (1806–1880). Yaakov Abu Hatzeira [Abū Ḥaṣīra] was a 
leading Moroccan-Jewish rabbi from Tāfīlālt, Morocco. In 1879, he embarked on a pilgrimage to 
Palestine through North Africa. In the Egyptian Delta city of Damanhūr, he grew ill and died. 
Since he was such a prominent rabbi, his tomb became a pilgrimage site. In Egypt, religious 
celebrations that are called mūlids take place on the day of the death of a prominent saint. For 
believers, the day a saint died also marks the day they were born into eternal life. 

Prior to 1948, Egypt was home to a substantial Jewish community. This community dwindled 
after the social and political repression targeting of Egyptian Jews following the Israeli war of 
independence, as well as Egypt’s wars with Israel in 1956 and 1967. Similar to Sufi Muslims and 
Coptic Orthodox Christians, Jews also had their own pilgrimage sites, including the shrine of 
Abuhatzeira [Abū Ḥaṣīra].  

With the disappearance of Egypt’s Jewish community, pilgrimages to the tomb of Abuhatzeira 
[Abū Ḥaṣīra] dwindled. Pilgrimages increased once again after the peace treaty between Israel 
and Egypt in 1979. Only then did visitors, mostly Jews from Egyptian and Moroccan origin, start 
to return to Abuhatzeira [Abū Ḥaṣīra]’s shrine in Damanhūr.  

One of the reasons that rabbi Yaakov Abuhatzeira [Abū Ḥaṣīra] was important to Jewish 
pilgrims is that he was the grandfather of rabbi Israel Abuhatzeira [Abū Ḥaṣīra] (Tāfīlālt, 
Morocco 1889 – Netivot, Israel 1984), who was a Moroccan Sephardic rabbi and kabbalist. The 
Kabbalah is a set of esoteric Jewish teachings that aim to explain the relationship between God 
as the unchanging, eternal and mysterious, and the finite mortal creations of God. Also known as 
Baba Sali [Bābā Ṣalī], Israel Abuhatzeira [Abū Ḥaṣīra] had, just as his grandfather, become 
known for his ability to work miracles through prayers. Since his death in 1984, his tomb in 
Netivot, Israel, has become a shrine for prayers and petitioners.  

It is extremely interesting to trance some similarities between esoteric teachings in Judaism, 
western esoteric teachings (such as the New Age movement), and some variants of Sufism in 



Islam. Also, the tradition of giving great value to pilgrimages to the tombs of saints is shared 
among this form of esoteric Judaism, Sufi Islam and Coptic Orthodox Christianity.   

In the 1990s, Yaakov Abu Hatzeira [Abū Ḥaṣīra]’s tomb was still visited by Jewish pilgrims but, 
since many came from Israel, visits to the site became increasingly politicized. As a result, 
pilgrimages to the tomb dwindled even further. Arab-West Report translated several articles 
about this in the 1990s. 

In particular, following the election of Benyamin Netanyahu in 1996, the peace between Egypt 
and Israel grew cold and protests in Egypt increased about this Jewish pilgrimage site. After the 
January 2011 revolution, the influence of Islamists in Egyptian politics grew and, consequently, 
the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed Israel in 2012 that it would not be 
"appropriate" for Israeli pilgrims to continue their annual pilgrimages. Activists at the time 
argued against “normalization” with Israel. Normalization is a term used to refer to the 
maintenance of ordinary diplomatic relations with the State of Israel, in disregard of Israel’s 
ongoing (and extra-ordinary) occupation of Palestinian land. According to activists, 
“normalization” risks further solidifying the permanence of the current occupation, treating it as 
part and parcel of the State of Israel, rather than a violation of international law that should be 
treated, and sanctioned, as thus. In 2014, a court order permanently banned the annual mūlids at 
the tomb of Yaakov Abu Hatzeira [Abū Ḥaṣīra] and asked the government to remove the tomb. 
To my knowledge, there has been no more pilgrimage to this site for many years. As such, it is 
beyond me why Egyptian TV invited a noted firebrand lawyer to bring this up. 

MEMRI published on November 24 the following transcript:  

Host: "What is your story with [the Jewish pilgrimage to] the Abuhatzeira [Abū Ḥaṣīra] Tomb 
[in Egypt]? You filed a lawsuit demanding to lock up the Interior Minister and the PM?" 

Nabih Al-Wahsh [Nabīḥ al-Waḥsh]: "I sure did." 

Host: "Both of them?" 

Al-Wahsh [al-Waḥsh]: "Yes. I did this because the court had ruled against them." 

Host: "What exactly was the case?" 

Al-Wahsh [al-Waḥsh]: "First, I sent a warning that the celebrations at the Abuhatzeira [Abū 
Ḥaṣīra] Tomb must be canceled. This is a long story. [Abuhatzeira] [Abū Ḥaṣīra] was a 
Moroccan Jew, and the site has nothing to do with archaeology. Then, some brothers in 
Alexandria told me that instead of me sending warnings, they would file a lawsuit. So these 
brothers, lawyers from Alexandria, filed a lawsuit, and it was deliberated before Judge Abdel 
Wahab Khafagi [ʿAbd al-Wahhāb Khafājī], who suckled patriotism with his mother's milk. He 
said to them: 'Why are you just trying to cancel the celebrations? Why don't you change your 
lawsuit so that we can get rid of that tomb altogether?' So, we changed the lawsuit, and the court 
ruled that the tomb should be removed." 



Host: "To remove it! Wow!" 

Al-Wahsh [al-Waḥsh]: "Of course we did. Of course!" 

Host: "But isn't it an archeological site?  
 
Al-Wahsh [al-Waḥsh]: "It's not! [Then-culture minister] Farouk Hosny [Fārūq Ḥusnī] made it an 
archaeological site – with all due respect to his black and brown shoes. That was the biggest 
mistake of Hosny [Ḥusnī], who had Zionist tendencies. I take responsibility for what I say." 

[...] 

Host: "You are calling for normalization of relations with Israel?" 

Nabil Sharaf Eldin [Nabīl Sharaf al-Dīn] (Al Ahram journalist): "Yes. I say this loud and 
clear. Whether we like it or not, we have an international agreement, which has been stable and 
to which both parties adhere, since it was signed and to this day. I don't want to go into details, 
but Israel has cooperated with the Egyptian forces, in the war to defeat the terrorists. This has 
been going on until now." 

Host: "Israel has cooperated with Egypt in the war on terrorism?" 

Eldin [al-Dīn]: "Of course. Absolutely." 

Host: "Wasn't Israel behind ISIS and the other organizations?" 

Eldin [al-Dīn]: "No, no. These are nothing but conspiracy theories. 

[...] 

"The public sentiment is against [normalization]. Let me tell you why. Since 1948 and to this 
day, the Egyptian media has been mobilized..." 

Host: "So the media is to blame?" 

Eldin [al-Dīn]: "Of course." 

[...] 

Host: "You defended [playwright] Ali Salem [ʿAlī Sālim] when he visited Israel." 

Eldin [al-Dīn]: "Of course. It was within his rights. As an Egyptian citizen, he had the right to 
visit any country with which we have diplomatic relations. He is now deceased, but he was an 
important national figure." 



Host: "Yet he initiated this. He joined hands with plunderers, blood-shedders, and child-killers. 
The mentality of statesmanship is different from tribal mentality." 

Eldin [al-Dīn]: "The mentality of statesmanship is different from tribal mentality." 

Host: "What do you mean?" 

Eldin: "According to tribal mentality, one must avenge the death of one's sons to one's last 
breath. The mentality of statesmanship is something completely different. 

[...] 

"All the Gulf States have close relations with Israel, and the leaders hold reciprocal visits, even 
though they have no agreements with Israel. 

[...] 

"We may disagree with the State of Israel from here to the end of the universe. But at the end of 
the day, we should examine what the interest of Egypt are." 

[...] 

Al-Wahsh [al-Waḥsh]: "He says that we have a tribal mentality rather than the mentality of 
statesmanship. I ask you: Has Israel followed the mentality of statesmanship, in the matter of the 
imaginary Holocaust, when haunting the German banks with demands for compensation?" 

Eldin [al-Dīn]: "It wasn't imaginary." 

Al-Wahsh [al-Waḥsh]: "On top of everything, you say it wasn't imaginary?" 

Eldin [al-Dīn]: "You are anti-Semitic." 

Al-Wahsh [al-Waḥsh]: "Of course I am! I am proud to be ant-Semitic. I say this loud and clear. 
I'm anti-Semitic." 

Eldin [al-Dīn]: "This is being recorded." 

Al-Wahsh [al-Waḥsh]: "Let it be recorded! To hell with Israel... with the Zionist entity." 

Eldin [al-Dīn]: "This is not about Israel. It is an international law and an international 
agreement." 

Al-Wahsh [al-Waḥsh]: "You and Europe don't scare me. Don't threaten me. If I see any Israeli, 
I will kill him. Enough! It's better than the things you are talking about." 

Eldin [al-Dīn]: "Why are you calling to kill people?" 



Al-Wahsh [al-Waḥsh]: "Sir, I'm calling to kill [them]. I will personally kill any Israeli I lay my 
eyes on."  

	  


