
Summer Webinar June 22-24, 2020; Muslims and Christians contributing to building up 

the future of Egyptian society 

 

Narrative 

 

On September 30, 2019 the Center for Arab-West Understanding applied to the SGP for a 

summer school between June 22 and July 2. Due to the coronavirus crisis this was changed in 

April into a summer webinar on June 22-24.  

 

Bishop Mouneer, head of the Anglican Diocese of Egypt, recommended that we split the webinar 

in two parts and make the second webinar for 2020 focused on Inclusive Citizenship.  

 

The Webinar of June 22-24 included contributions that explained the basics of dialogue 

including the admonition to distinguish between religion and ideology. Ideologies aim at 

achieving a utopia in this world while religion aims at establishing a relation between man and 

God and of course this has consequences for relations between man and man. Henk Jan van 

Schothorst spoke about the place of the SGP in Dutch politics, combining faith with democracy. 

We had three speakers speaking about personal experiences with intercultural dialogue. The 

presentation of former intern Nour Saad about the interreligious education at the German 

Evangelical School in Cairo was attended by Henk-Jan van Schothorst. Former CAWU intern 

Nadeem A. Moonakal spoke about the disaster of political powers in the Middle East using 

religious differences in their regional politics. Eliana Mallouk of Danmission spoke about 

dialogue projects in Egypt and the difficulties due to security interference. Prof. Suerman’s 

presentation dealt with a sensitive topic in Egypt since Christians argue that the Muslim arrival 

to Egypt was a conquest while Muslims argue that Muslims came to liberate Egyptians from 

Byzantine occupation. Prof. Suermann showed that the first Muslim governor of Egypt was 

indeed very positive towards Christians, but these had not seen the first Muslims as liberators. 

The relations gradually worsened until suppressive taxes resulted in revolts that were brutally 

crushed. Dr. Renee Hattar of the Royal Institute for Interfaith Studies in Jordan spoke about the 

role of Jordanian Christianity in Jordanian society and politics. Sandra Makeen explained the 

Muslim students how it is to live as a Christian in Egypt, most of whom were totally unaware of 

this. All discussions were let by Cornelis Hulsman who also gave several presentations himself. 

Dr. Matthew Anderson took care of the evaluation of the program with the participants.  

 

We had 25 students participating in this webinar, 17 Egyptians, 1 Tunisian, 3 Kenyans and 4 

European students. Five Egyptian students and 1 Tunisian student would like to deepen their 

knowledge about Muslim-Christian relations in Egypt through an online internship with the 

Center for Arab-West Understanding. The students were highly enthusiastic about the content of 

this webinar. All 25 students have filled in a questionnaire about their experiences with this 

webinar. Marwa Ahmed wrote on Facebook “It was one of a kind Experience! It added a lot and 

meeting you guys was a huge honor! Thanks CAWU for this opportunity.” Nayéra Chérif Sabry 

wrote “Thank you CAWU for giving us this important opportunity! Can’t wait to work with you 

again.” Ali Saeed A. Al-Batati wrote, “This was real really an unforgettable experience for me.”   

 

Cairo, July 1, 2020 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100018661021810&comment_id=Y29tbWVudDozOTQxNDk5OTk1ODkxNDYzXzM5NDE1MDkzMDI1NTcxOTk%3D
https://www.facebook.com/nayera.cherifsabry?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDozOTQxNDk5OTk1ODkxNDYzXzM5NDE1NzI3OTI1NTA4NTA%3D


Cornelis Hulsman and Dr. Matthew Anderson 

 


