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The Foreign Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives will discuss the request presented by 
Deputy Ṭāriq al-Khūlī to the Minister of Foreign Affairs regarding the proposal of a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives on a bill on the restoration of Coptic churches in Egypt. The bill is titled 
“The Accountability Law for Coptic Churches." The bill calls for the U.S. Secretary of State to follow 
up on the commitment of the Egyptian government to restore the churches which it promised to 
restore after the terrorist attacks in 2013. There is parliamentary rejection of this law, which MPs 
consider blatant interference in Egyptian internal affairs.

At the beginning, Ṭāriq al-Khūlī, secretary of the Foreign Relations Committee of the House of 
Representatives, confirmed that the committee will discuss tomorrow its request for a briefing on the 
draft Accountability Law for Restoring Coptic Churches submitted by a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. He pointed out that the purpose of the discussion is to follow up on the situation 
regarding the law, to identify its fate in coordination with the Egyptian Foreign Ministry, and to 
determine its status in the legislative procedure, whether it has been dismissed or is still included in 
the agenda of the US House of Representatives.

MP Muḥammad ʿUrābī", a member of the Foreign Relations Committee in the Egyptian House of 
Representatives, said that the draft law Accountability Law for Coptic Churches submitted by a 
member of the U.S, House of Representatives does not reflect the reality of Egypt and relied on 
incomplete information. The Americans should have directed the matter to the Muslim Brotherhood 
and asked them about burning churches In Egypt after the June 30 Revolution.

ʿUrābī added in his private statements to parlamany.com that this can be addressed by clarifying 
information to the U.S. Congress, proving and conforming to them that all previously damaged 
churches have been fully restored, pointing out that this law is [or could be] demonstrative of a U.S. 
policy to place pressure on Egypt.

MP Musṭafā Bakrī, a member of the House of Representatives, said that the U.S. Accountability Law 
on Coptic submitted by a member of the U.S. House of Representatives represents interference in the 
sovereignty and internal affairs of Egypt. Defending Egyptian Copts is not the responsibility of the U.S. 
Congress, stated Bakrī, neither are Copts in Egypt a minority in need [of such efforts]. Only Egyptian 
citizens have the right to defend themselves, not Americans [on their behalf], affirmed Bakrī.

‘Anīsā Ḥassūnā, a member of the Foreign Relations Committee of the House of Representatives, 
confirmed that Pope Tawāḍrūs II, the Pope of the Coptic Orthodox Church, was the first to reject the 
Accountability Law Coptic Churches submitted by a member of the U.S. House of Representatives, 
confirming that [the Pope’s] response is the clearest message to the Americans that this law is 
useless.

‘Anīsā Ḥassūnā added that everyone knows that this law represents an abject intervention in Egyptian 
affairs [by the U.S.]. Ḥassūnā further indicated that the Foreign Relations Committee of the House of 
Representatives will organize a visit to the U.S. Congress after President al-Sīsī’s expected trip next 
April to discuss a variety of issues, beginning with this drafted bill.


