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On the 9th of March, The Center for Coptic Studies at the Library of Alexandria will organize the
“Annual Day of Coptic Heritage” at the al-Sinārī House in the al-Sayyida Zaynab neighborhood in
Cairo, which is affiliated with the Library of Alexandria. The celebration will include an artistic
exhibition about Coptic icons on the most famous women Coptic saints throughout history. 

Dr. ʿAzzah al-Khūlī, Head of the academic sector at the Library of Alexandria, clarified that the Library
is placing particular emphasis on the role of Egyptian women throughout history, and what they’ve
contributed in terms of various civilizational achievements, especially in the field of heritage. Within
this context, the Library decided that the principal theme of this year’s celebration be “The Egyptian
Woman and Her Achievements in Heritage Throughout History.” 

Dr. ʿAzzah al-Khūlī added that the Library will hold the celebration on the Annual Day of Coptic
Heritage, which this year falls on the upcoming 9th of March, and which also corresponds with the
celebration with International Women’s Day on the 8th of March. 

On his part, Dr. Lūʾaī Maḥmūd Saʿīd, Manager of the Center for Coptic Studies, clarified that this year’s
celebration will be held under the name of the two famous female saints Tāʾīs and Fayrīnā. A number
of other Muslim and Christian women will be honored [at the celebration] for their important role in
Coptic heritage. 

He continued: Of those that will be honored is the late Iris Ḥabīb al-Miṣrī, author of History of the
Coptic Church [Tarīkh al-kanīsa al-qibṭiyya]; Kāmīlyā Makram, sitting Manager of the Coptic Museum;
Dr. Shadhā Ismāʿīl Jamāl al-Dīn, a professor of Coptic Studies at the University of Ḥilwān. A number of
other female saints and martyrs will be honored for their special role in Coptic culture, as well as the
martyrs of the St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church [bombing]. 

Dr. Duʿāʾ Bahiy al-Dīn, the Coordinator for Scientific and Cultural Activities at the Center, indicated that
the celebration will include a number of lectures. A number of researchers and experts will participate
in these lectures so as to shed light on some of the important women figures throughout Coptic
history. 

She added: Amongst these researchers is Father Maqār, bishop of al-Sharqiyya and the 10th of
Ramadan area; Father Yūsif al-Ḥūmī, a teacher of the history of rituals at the Academy of Melodies in
al-Zaqāzīq; Dr. ʿĀdil Fakhrī Ṣādiq, Head of the Department of Antiquities at the Academy for Coptic
Studies; Dr. ʿIzzat Ḥabīb Ṣalīb, General Manager of Restoration and Maintenance of Antiquities and
Museums in Greater Cairo; and Dr. Muḥammad ʿAfīfī ʿAbd al-Khāliq, Head of the Department of
History at the College of Literature, Cairo University. 


