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Summary of Our Problem with the Protestant Council of 

Churches in Egypt (PCE),  

also known as the Evangelical Church Association 

 

Introduction 

The Anglican Communion, the third largest Christian communion in the world, is 

composed of 40 provinces and each province is composed of several dioceses. Although 

the Anglican Communion does not have a central authority like a pope, the Archbishop 

of Canterbury chairs the Bishop’s and Archbishop’s meetings as the first among equals.  

The Episcopal/Anglican Diocese of Egypt with North Africa and the Horn of Africa 

(“The Anglican Diocese of Egypt”) is part of the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle 

East. The Central Synod is the decision-making body of the province, especially in 

regards to matter of “faith and order”, as well as key administrative decisions. The 

Central Synod is made up of representatives of each constituent dioceses of the 

province. 

At the time of the English Reformation (16th century), the Church of England accepted 

the principles of the European Reformation but kept the catholic traditions that do not 

contradict the Scripture. Hence, the Anglican Church is described as both “catholic” 

and “reformed.” It is a branch within Christianity, alongside the Roman Catholic and 

the Orthodox. It would be inappropriate to reduce the ecclesial nature of the Anglican 

Church into either Catholic or Protestant. It is, in many ways, both at the same time.  

A Brief History of the Anglican Church in Egypt 

The Anglican ministry in Egypt began in the early 1800’s, with missionaries from the 

Church Missionary Society (CMS). It became officially recognized in 1839, when 

Mohamed Ali Pasha granted us a piece of land in Alexandria to build our first Church, 

St Mark’s Pro-Cathedral. Since then, the government has recognised us as an 

international church with our headquarters in Canterbury, England. The Anglican 

Church in Egypt has worked in a cooperative manner with other churches in Egypt, 

helping the Coptic Orthodox church in establishing its first seminary in 1842 in Cairo. 

For the past 17 years, our Anglican Diocese of Egypt has been struggling to prove our 

official recognition as an independent, global Christian communion with formal, 

institutional and indigenous expression in Egypt. Since 2016, the government has, out 

of confusion, considered us as a church under the umbrella of the Protestant Churches 

in Egypt (PCE) which is dominated by the Presbyterian Church. The PCE was 

recognised in 1902 as a national church because it was not linked with the worldwide 

church like the Anglicans.  

The Anglican Church Cannot Exist Under Other Ecclesial Authorities 

The Diocese of Egypt, and any Anglican body, cannot exist under the jurisdiction of 

another ecclesial authority. According to the Egyptian Government and the Supreme 

Court Judgement (Court Case 3171/60, 1995), the PCE is spiritually and 

administratively responsible for all its constituent denominations. In other words, the 
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denominations under its umbrella cannot deal directly with the government, but require 

the approval of the PCE before building a church, appointing a pastor, and performing 

other functions. This would contradict the nature of the Anglican Church in Egypt 

because of the following: 

I. We are part of the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East. Our constitution 

is ratified and our bishops are elected by the Provincial Synod. This Provincial 

Synod is responsible for all decisions on “matters of faith and order.” It is 

impossible to have two overarching bodies over one diocese.  

II. The Diocese of Egypt includes seven other countries outside of Egypt, while 

the PCE’s authority is restricted to only Egypt. This would make it very 

difficult to deal with foreign governments, especially in cases of appointments 

of priests for the churches in these countries, as well as any other 

administrative matters.  

However, the Diocese of Egypt can and does operate within the laws and regulations 

of the Egyptian Government. This is clear from the following 

I. Egyptian Kings and Presidents have issued official decrees for the building of 

all Anglican Churches in Egypt since its founding in 1839. 

II. All our institutions are registered in the different governmental ministries. For 

example, our hospitals are registered with the Ministry of Health, our schools 

with the Ministry of Education etc., all in the name of the Anglican Diocese of 

Egypt. 

III. The President sends his representative to attend events organized by the 

Diocese and the Bishop of the Diocese is invited when the president wants to 

meet with the heads of the major denominations in Egypt. 

Response to the Claim That the Anglican Diocese in Egypt Joined the 

PCE 

In 1980, the Egyptian Government confiscated our Anglican School in Menouf (in the 

Delta), with the claim that this school belonged to the British Colonial Government. 

Our lawyer in this case, who was also the Vice-President of the PCE, suggested to the 

then Bishop of the Diocese of Egypt to join, only on paper, the PCE, in order to produce 

a document that can be presented to the Court with the hope of getting the school back. 

The then Bishop followed this advice without consulting the Diocesan Synod or the 

Provincial Synod nor obtained the approval of these two bodies. Nonetheless, the school 

was subsequently returned to the Diocese, not because of the letter which was 

presented, but because of the Egyptian Constitution which protects private property 

ownership.  

The Presbyterian Church, which dominates the PCE, confiscated the All Saints 

Anglican Church in Ismailia and refused to return it and even rejected the joint use of 

the Church property by the Anglicans and the Presbyterians. The President of the PCE 

said that there is a Supreme Court judgment which allows the PCE to control all the 

properties of the sects under the PCE. It is worth mentioning that Supreme Court 

judgements are regarded as law. This was very alarming to us in the Diocese and led 

us, in 2001, to clarify our independent status with the Ministry of Interior. 
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Because of this Supreme Court judgement, the PCE owns all the properties of the 

constituent denominations. By this judgement, the head of the PCE was able to take 15 

Pentecostal churches from the Pentecostal Church and appoint his own men to lead the 

denomination. This judgement was the main excuse given by the Presbyterian Church 

in order to keep the property of All Saints Anglican Church in Ismailia, and St. Saviour 

Church in Suez. We were able to get our church in Suez back, but we are still struggling 

to have our church in Ismailia returned to us. 

Unfortunately, the Ministry of Interior, persuaded by the President of PCE, thought that 

we were officially part of the PCE and in order to become independent, we would have 

to receive the approval from the PCE. We challenged this decision in the Administrative 

Court in 2002. 

Due to some manipulation by the PCE, and after spending 14 years in Court, the PCE 

managed to secure a verdict that the Anglican Church belongs to them and can be 

represented only by the PCE President. This preposterous claim did not just end there. 

They further claimed that they can take possession of all the Anglican Church’s 

properties as their own. They are now forcing us to obtain their approval before we seek 

to notarise any document by the government. Moreover, we need to receive the 

approval of the PCE before we ask Immigration to grant or renew visas for our non-

Egyptian workers and volunteers. This is causing us a great deal of trouble.  

It’s worth mentioning that the Government continued to recognise us as an independent 

foreign Church until October 2016. The President of Egypt’s Office continues to 

recognise us as one of the denominations up until now. In addition to this, the Egyptian 

ministry of Justice has issued two documents which recommended that the President of 

Egypt should issue a decree to recognize the Anglican Diocese of Egypt. 

Apparently, according to the Egyptian Constitution, the President alone has sole 

authority to grant by decree the recognition of any particular religious group. We wrote 

to the President of Egypt and sought confirmation of our independence. 

Recognition of the Anglican Diocese of Egypt by Other Bodies 

It is worth mentioning that other religious and national bodies continue to recognize the 

independence of the Anglican Church here in Egypt. This is clear for the following 

reasons:  

I. The Anglican Diocese of Egypt is an independent member of the Egypt Council 

of Churches, which is composed of five major denominations: The Coptic 

Orthodox, the Greek Orthodox, the Coptic Catholic, the PCE, and the Anglican 

Church. 

II. The Anglican Diocese of Egypt is an independent member of The ‘House of the 

Egyptian Family’ (Beit el-Aila), which was formed and registered with the 

Egyptian Government under the chairmanship of the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar 

and the Coptic Orthodox Pope. Other denominational members include: the 

Coptic Orthodox Church, the Coptic Catholic Church, and the PCE. 

III. The Anglican Diocese of Egypt is an independent member of the Middle East 

Council of Churches, as well as the World Council of Churches.  
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Current and Anticipated Challenges Facing the Diocese 

The PCE wishes for the Anglican Diocese of Egypt to be under its jurisdiction for the 

following reasons: 

I. To exercise power and to earn more respect from the government.  

II. In addition, having the Anglican Church under the PCE gives the latter an 

international dimension, which would elevate its image within Egypt.  

III. The properties and assets of the Anglican Church will also be controlled by the 

PCE. 

However, The Anglican Church’s inability to be recognized as independent has created 

many challenges for our Diocese and our congregations: 

I. One challenge has been with our struggle to re-license churches and community 

centres. It is sad to report that the Egyptian government opened the door for all 

denominations to license the un-licensed churches and Christian community 

centres. When we applied to re-license 15 of our new church plants and 

community centres, the government happily received our papers. However, the 

PCE blocked this by persuading the government to reject our applications, 

unless submitted through the PCE. 

II. We grieve the fact that in recent years we are unable to secure visas for 

expatriate clergy and volunteers and we cannot renew the ID’s of our Egyptian 

Clergy. We are told to deal with these matters via the PCE.  

III. Because the Anglican Church is Catholic and Reformed in nature, we have 

consistently had excellent ecumenical relations with traditional churches, such 

as the Coptic Orthodox and the Catholic Church, and also with the Reformed 

denominations under PCE. Being put under the PCE would jeopardize these 

relationships. It is worth mentioning that there has been intermittent tension 

between the PCE and the Coptic Orthodox Church, and we do not wish to be 

pulled in to this tension.  

Proposed Solution 

Despite all of these challenges, we are keen to maintain good relations with all 

denominations, including the PCE.  Because of this, the executive board of the 

Diocese suggested a memorandum of understanding (MOU) regarding cooperation 

in ministry with the PCE instead of being under their administration. However, the 

PCE refused this suggestion.  

We still believe that an MOU is the only way forward for our two denominations.  
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I am sharing all of this for you to understand the problem and to pray that the Lord 

may intervene in solving this problem. May He guide you to be a peace-maker 

between our churches. 

“We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” 

2 Chronicles 20:12 

 

+Mouneer Egypt 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Mouneer Hanna Anis 
Bishop of the Episcopal / Anglican Diocese of Egypt 

with North Africa and the Horn of Africa 

 

 

 


