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Dr. Najīb Jibrāʾīl, Goodwill Ambassador, President of the Egyptian Union for Human Rights, sent a letter to
President al-Sīsī, entitled "Building Churches Remains in the Hands of Security Authorities.

Jibrāʾīl said in a statement that the governor of Sūhāj in the first request for the construction of churches
violates the Constitution in request No. 2 as the first request made under Law 80 of 2017 for building a
church in village of Rizq Shinūdā in Sūhāj.

He added: "The governor of Sūhāj forwarded the papers to the Sūhāj Security Directorate and the Sūhāj
Security Directorate transferred the papers to the National Security Authority, and we used to suffer from the
interference of the National Security Authority in the building of churches. Now the governor of Sūhāj insists
on getting the National Security Authority’s approvals.

He revealed that the case is due to the fact that the legal representative of the Patriarchal of the Orthodox
Copts in Tahtā applied the request on 29/12/2016 after the enactment of Law No. 80 of 2016 on the
construction and restoration of churches. He applied to Governor of Sūhāj Dr. ʾayman ʿabdil Munʿim to
request the construction of a church in the village of Rizq Shinūdā. There is no a single church in this area,
although thousands of Copts live in there.

He pointed out that the request included documents of ownership, dimensions, engineering drawings, and
maps of the area. However, the applicant was surprised that the papers were sent from governor of Sūhāj to
Sūhāj's Security Director on 22/1/2017 No. 115/3 in order to obtain the security approval for building the
church, and then they was sent from the Security Directorate to the National Security Authority. As of yet, the
National Security Authority’s approval has not been received.

He continued: "We shout to Mr. President, does the church-building law contain hidden or secret articles
which have not been announced?!” 


