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On Monday April 28
th

, the Minya Criminal Court 

sentenced 683 people to death in a controversial 

ruling, , including Muslim Brotherhood Supreme 

Guide Muhammad Badī’, and former  speaker of 

the People’s Assembly, Saad al-Katātnī, for charges 

including inciting violence, murdering a police 

officer, and storming the ‘Adwah Police Station, 

Minya.  The case is currently pending the approval 

of the grand muftī. While some think that this will 

resolve the continuous state of insecurity and 

violence that Egypt has been in since July 3
rd

 2014; 

there is strong evidence that the violence will 

escalate.  

 

This is not the first controversial ruling of the 

Minya Criminal Court. On the 24th of March it 

sentenced 529 people to death, pending the 

approval of the muftī. This was in relation to the violence that led to the death of Col. 

Mustafá Ragab, the deputy chief of the Matay police station, the attempted murder of 

other police officers, the theft of weapons from the police station, and the destruction of 

public and private property. The grand muftī  approved 37 cases and rejected the death of 

491 defendants, who were sentenced yesterday to be imprisoned for different terms 

ranging from 3-45 years.   

 

 
Supreme Guide Mohammad Badie 

Source: Cairo Live 

 

Under Egyptian law, the grand muftī must give his opinion on all death sentences 

imposed by criminal courts, though his opinion is only advisory and not legally binding. 

http://www.alwatanalarabi.com/article/47439/%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-529-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%AF-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%8A
http://moheet.com/2014/03/25/2034716/%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%84%D9%80-529-%D8%A5%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84.html#.U1-18vmSyvU
http://www.cihrs.org/?p=8267
https://www.elwatannews.com/news/details/470880
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/MDE12/016/2014/en/6a57d892-beaa-4475-97ab-c6be8c816e01/mde120162014en.pdf
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Once a judge formally hands down a death sentence, those condemned may appeal it in 

the Court of Cassation after the opinion of the muftī has been issued.  

 

The latest ruling was issued in a 5 minute session, in which Counselor Sa’īd Yūsuf, head 

of the seventh department of the Minya Criminal Court, pronounced the verdict in 

absentia.   After he issued the verdict, he has called upon the prosecution to appeal his 

own ruling, regretting that he has "used compassion” against the defendants. The judge 

has reportedly given harsh verdicts before, including a 30-year sentence to a robber of 

female clothes and a 15-year sentence to a man convicted of sexual harassment. In 

January 2013, Judge Sa’īd Yūsuf however acquitted 10 police personnel who were on 

trial for killing demonstrators during the January 2011 revolution. Security forces have 

thus intensified security in front of his house in Qalyubia.     

 

 
Judge Sa’īd Yūsuf  Source: al- Watan 

 

The ruling has resulted in mixed reactions from lawyers. As'ad Haykal, spokesman of the 

Defense of Liberties Committee in the Egyptian Bar Association, stated that the court has 

breached the right to defense in this case. He added that the verdicts were pronounced 

without giving the defense lawyers a chance to speak. Thus, the guarantees to a just trial 

were breached. He assured that the Cassation Court will cancel this ruling. Nāssir Amīn, 

head of the Arab Center for the Independence of the Judiciary and the Legal Profession, 

stated that the judiciary is not independent, and has remained unreformed since 

Mubarak’s days. He requested Adly Mansūr, Interim President, to use his powers and not 

approve the death sentence. 

 

 
As'ad Haykal, spokesman of the Defense of Liberties Committee; 

Egyptian Bar Association; Source: arabsolaa.com  

 

https://www.elwatannews.com/news/details/471542
https://www.elwatannews.com/news/details/471554
http://www.memri.org/report/en/0/0/0/0/0/0/7955.htm
http://almesryoon.com/%D8%AF%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%A3%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86/455213-%D8%AA%D9%83%D8%AB%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86%D9%89-%D8%A8%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%B7-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B2%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B6%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%81-%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A8-%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%85-%D8%A5%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-37-%D8%A5%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%8B%D8%A7
http://www.masrawy.com/news/Egypt/Politics/2014/April/28/5888202.aspx
http://almesryoon.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9/454387-%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%88%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B0-%D8%B9%D9%87%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%83
http://www.google.com.eg/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&docid=5hE9doDLHvZEWM&tbnid=51VruKDS8YDcvM:&ved=0CAcQjB04qQE&url=http%3A%2F%2Farabsolaa.com%2Fsections%2Fview%2F16.html&ei=V79gU85RwtK0Bre7gcgO&psig=AFQjCNHF9J6XTYuehPcjnNvRwuoUSn1qWw&ust=1398935767068040
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Supreme Guide Muhammad Badī’ stated that this was the happiest day of his life. When 

he heard the verdict he started pronouncing “allah- akbar” (God is great) as in an Islamic 

feast, stating that he is sacrificing himself for his religion.  

 

Badī’ is the third supreme guide of the Muslim Brotherhood to be sentenced to death. 

Former supreme guides Hassan al Hudaībī and Muhamad Mahdī Ākif were also 

sentenced to death, but had the death sentences reduced to 25 years of imprisonment, and 

were released after 20 years. Mohammad Badī’ was convicted of inciting and planning a 

criminal act, that of attacking the ‘Adwah police station, in the aftermath of the dispersal 

of the Rab’ah  al Adawiyah and al-Nahdah sit ins. The prosecution's accusations point out 

that he provided the secretary of the Muslim Brotherhood office in Minya with money 

and arms to attack the police station. It is however unclear how the grand muftī will 

respond to court.   

 

Prior to the ruling, a petition signed by Egyptian 

intellectuals and activists, has requested to put an end to 

capital punishment in Egypt. It reads “we are a group of 

Egyptian women and men gathered recently after being 

shocked by the escalation of the tone that takes 

degrades the right to life in Egypt, and the escalating 

pace of executions in the country which are promoted 

as a practical solution to our problems” The petition 

argued that "he who has the right to take away life is he 

who grants it to human beings." It demands “the 

relevant authorities in Egypt to suspend the execution 

of all death sentences and refrain from issuing any new 

death sentences pending an open discussion.” The 

petition is considered to be issued by traitors according 

to al-Bashāyir newspaper. 
Source:  

http://elbashayer.com/news-364329.html  

 
 

 

A statement issued by the Muslim Brothers stated “Coup authorities have now resorted to 

the heinous weapon of corrupt judiciary, pro-military judges willing to mete out 

disproportionately harsh and unjust verdicts and sentences that defy all rules of justice 

and law in a final attempt to terrorize the raging populace….. We further emphasize that 

the coup regime that attempts to strike fear and terror among the revolutionary people 

with vindictively unjust verdicts and harsh sentences, with absurdly long prison terms 

and mass death sentences, and without any proper due process or fair trials, is inevitably 

doomed to failure, just like its authoritarian predecessors failed despite all the methods 

they fashioned for extreme oppression and terror.”  

 

While the Muslim Brotherhood rejects any use of violence, there have been reported 

splits in its ranks by youth leaders who call for serious armed confrontations with the 

security forces. Ahmad al Mughīr, former member of the Muslim Brotherhood, who was 

banned by the group, has called through his Facebook and Twitter accounts to adopt 

http://www.fj-p.com/headline_Details.aspx?News_ID=31620
http://www.rasd24.net/newsdetails.aspx?id=775474
http://aswatmasriya.com/news/view.aspx?id=d4abfbab-e44c-4381-94f3-75942718a483
http://elbashayer.com/news-364329.html
http://elbashayer.com/news-364329.html
http://www.fjponline.com/article.php?id=2333
http://www.alsafwanews.com/%D8%A3%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D9%82%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%B8%D9%8A%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88/
https://www.facebook.com/almogheer/
https://twitter.com/almogheer
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violent means outright. He has publicized a booklet called “Organizing Resistance” 

through his Twitter account, in which he calls upon brotherhood members to form armed 

and organized militias to resist the police and armed forces. He explains how members 

should communicate, organize themselves and the type of weapons that should be used. 

Read the booklet in Arabic. Read the English Summary of the book here.  

 

In the aftermath of the death sentence on Monday April 28, he argued that any form of 

peacefulness is a form of treason and cowardliness.  

 

 

Anyone who calls for peacefulness is a 

traitor now. He either has to shut up and 

remain in his house or he is one of al-Sisi’s 

followers  

 

All the justifications of the peaceful 

cowards have fallen and no one calls for 

peacefulness except a cowardly pimp or a 

traitor.  

 

I am not pro- peacefulness. This was a big 

mistake which I am now correcting.  I am a 

terrorist officially. I have a weapon and I 

am fighting the police and army, clearly.  

Source:Al- Mughir’s Twitter Account https://twitter.com/almogheer  

 

While this death sentence is likely to lead to the escalation of violence, these statements 

calling for outright violence are not acceptable. While the trial and death sentences are 

complicating matters, as well as breaching the rights of the defendants, such as a free trial 

and individualized judgment, there are parties insisting on not attempting to take positive 

steps towards a solution. The security crisis is likely to continue in the absence of 

political attempts to resolve the political crisis since the deposal of Mursī on July 3
rd

.  

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ris702lcyu3phdo/%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%B8%D9%8A%D9%85%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%85.pdf
http://www.arabwestreport.info/node/48693
https://twitter.com/almogheer

