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1. Introduction 

This report will analyze reports on sectarian incidents and consequent reconciliation meetings in 

Egypt, as presented in Egyptian newspapers. The report will be based upon information as 

provided in the Arab West Report (AWR) database on reconciliation efforts. Further research, 

broadening the scope of source material, is necessary to extend the conclusions of this report.  

Urfi reconciliation is an informal, traditional approach to settle disputes. As urfi meetings are 

unofficial they have no legal standing. Consequently, the outcome of an urfi meeting is 

problematic to enforce. This practice is still widely used, however, including in cases of sectarian 

conflict. Instead of referring the matter to court, the conflicting parties often resort to urfi 

reconciliation.  

As each newspaper presents the news in a different way, different views on reconciliation are 

presented in the media. The way in which the news is reported does not solely depend on the 

newspaper, but also on the author. Generally, analyzing background, political views, religious 

affiliation, and interests of both newspaper and author is crucial to understanding why 

reconciliation is reported on in certain ways and particular views on reconciliation meetings have 

emerged and might persist.  

Based on the information as provided in the database, this report will discuss the incidents as 

reported on by various Egyptian newspapers. There appears to be a general dissatisfaction with 

urfi reconciliation. This report will elaborate on why this seems to be the case. Furthermore, an 

attempt will be made to explain why certain newspapers have come to certain conclusions. 

 

2. The incidents as presented by Egyptian newspapers 

 

Al-Koshh  

As reported by Al-Usbu (Jan. 9, 2000 AWR art. 15 week 2/2000), the Al-Koshh incidents 

originated on December 29, 1999 when a Muslim merchant objected to the height of the tower of 

the Al Malak Mikhail church, which exceeded the height legally permitted. Copts shot at him 

upon which police intervened. Two days later another fight broke out between two merchants, a 

Copt and a Muslim. Security forces arrived and security guards accidentally shot three Copts as 

they were randomly firing shots. While the three hurt Copts were in the hospital, rumors quickly 

spread that they were dead. The family of the Muslim merchant called for relatives in nearby 

villages. Bishop Wissa then attempted to warn the villagers, ringing the church Malak Mikhail’s 

bells. As tension increased, shops owned by Muslims were destroyed by a fork-lift truck. 

Rumors such as ‘an Azhar institute got burned’, ‘an Imam had called for jihad’, ‘Muslims 

attacked a church and Christians attacked a mosque’, have further contributed to the tensions.  



4 

 

Beni Walmis  

In the village of Beni Walmis the church and the mosque are located close to each other, and 

Muslim and Christian youths rivaled over which building was better, leading to tensions in the 

village. On a different account, riots were said to have broken out because of loud tolling of the 

church bells to welcome bishop Aghaton of Maghara. Reportedly, the noise greatly disturbed the 

Muslim villagers and Muslim youths started throwing stones at the church which threatened the 

people inside. Muslim youths attacked the church and set fire to it in places. The fire spread 

rapidly and damaged some of the houses surrounding the church. In addition, three cars were 

burned (al-Musawwar Febr. 15, 2002 AWR art. 10 week 7/2002. A Christian man fired a bullet 

at the Muslim crowd, yet on a different account it was said that Christians had shot bullets to 

celebrate the arrival of the bishop (al-Ahali Febr. 20, 2002 AWR art. 5 week 8/2002).   

Gerza  

Gerza is a village situated in Ayyat, the southern district of the Giza governorate. Gerza has 

30.000 inhabitants, of which 1.500 are Christian (al-Watani Nov. 23, 2003 AWR art. 21 week 

47/2003). It appears not many newspapers have reported on the incidents in Gerza. Al-Watani 

reported on November 23, 2003 (AWR art. 21 week 47/2003) that on Friday, November 7, 2003 

at 7 pm power was cut in a mainly Christian part of the village and residents heard people calling 

for jihad. After that, the attacks began. The Christians found out the attackers were Muslim 

villagers, armed with guns and knives. The attackers were plundering and destroying Christian 

homes and even set fire to some. Some Muslim neighbors came out to help the Christians. After 

a while the attackers retreated, but soon after the first, a second attack was carried out. This time 

the violence extended to the shops owned by Christians. At 10 pm security forces arrived and a 

third attack began. The fourth attack was on November 9th at 1 pm. Al-Watani (Nov. 23, 2003 

AWR art. 21 week 47/2003) furthermore reported that prior to the attacks, the governor (the 

article does not mention the name of the governor, perhaps Fahti Sad 2007?) had leaked 

information on expanding the village’s church before the incident.  

Al-Udaysat  

Al-Masry al-Youm (May 13, 2007 AWR art. 24 week 19/2007) reported that sectarian attacks 

took place in al-Udaysat, which is in the Qena governorate in Upper Egypt, in January 2006 

when a hall was transformed into a church by the Christians of the village without legal 

permission. This resulted in the outbreak of violence and the killing of one Copt (Al-Masry al-

Youm May 13, 2007 AWR art. 24 week 19/2007). 

Bimha  

Bimha is a village in the al-Ayyat district of the Giza governorate. According to al-Watani (Press 

review AWR art. 20 week 20/2007) and al-Ahrar (Press review AWR art. 20 week 20/2007), the 

expansion of Atef Youssef's house was perceived, unjustly according to al-Watani (May 27, 
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2007 AWR art. 22 week 21/2007), by the villagers as ‘church building’, which caused an 

eruption of violence on May 11, 2007, when a local imam called for jihad. Muslims armed with 

‘white weapons’ – knives – attacked Christian homes and shops.  

Al-Dikhilah  

Al-Dikhilah in Alexandria, Lower Egypt, witnessed an outbreak of sectarian violence due to 

issues concerning the Virgin Mary Church (al-Watani June 24, 2007 AWR art. 27 week 

25/2007).  

Jabal al-Tayr   

Sectarian clashes occurred between Muslims and Christians in the village of Jabal al-Tayr in 

Samalut, Minya in Upper Egypt as a result of the partial demolishing of the fence of the 

historical church in Jabal al-Tayr (al-Dustur Oct. 30, 2007 AWR art. 37 week 43/2007).  

Isna  

Isna is located in the Qena governorate in Upper Egypt. On the incidents that occurred in Isna, 

al-Hayat reported that on December 10, 2007 (Al-Hayat Dec. 13, 2007 Press review AWR art. 

18 week 50/2007) approximately 200 Muslims broke into pharmacy owned by Copt where they 

found two Christian youths and a Muslim girl ‘in an immoral situation’. Allegedly, the boys had 

paid the girl LE 100. The crowd which attacked the pharmacy severely assaulted the two boys 

and an employee. Al-Watani (Dec. 23, 2007 AWR art. 24 week 51/2007) presented a similar 

story, but stated that the two Coptic men had allegedly harassed the young Muslim woman. The 

woman later testified that the two men did not harass her. Despite the girl’s testimony they were 

kept in custody. Al-Dustur (Dec. 14, 2007 AWR Press review art. 18 week 50/2007), Al-Watani 

(Dec. 23, 2007 AWR art. 24 week 51/2007) and al-Sharq al-Awsat (Dec. 17, 2007 AWR Press 

review art. 18 week 50/2007) reported that less than week later, sectarian violence erupted again 

after Coptic merchant Girgis Hilmy quarreled with Zakiyah Salah el-Din who wears the niqab, 

whom he accused of stealing a cell phone from his shop. Reportedly, he attempted to uncover her 

face. As investigations were being carried out, angry Muslims gathered at the local police 

station, which they attacked. In addition, they damaged Christian properties. Al-Masry al-Youm 

(Dec. 18, 2007 AWR Press review art. 18 week 50/2007) reported on yet another incident, this 

time concerning the Virgin Mary Church. Father Bula, archpriest of Virgin Mary Church said 

Muslim youths were throwing stones at the church and as security forces arrived too late as much 

damage had been done to the church. Al-Watani (Dec. 23, 2007 AWR art. 24 week 51/2007) 

reported that the church of the Holy Virgin was attacked on December 16, 2007. Shops owned 

by Copts were attacked, torched, and plundered.  
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Nazlah  

The incidents in Nazlah village, al-Fayyoum governorate, concern a Coptic woman who 

converted to Islam and was gone from home for one day which led her Muslim husband’s family 

to believe that she was abducted by her Christian family (AWR Press review art. 17 week 

25/2008). Al-Dustur (June 2, 2008 AWR Press review art. 17 week 25/2008) reported that 

incidents did not happen in Nazlah but a neighboring village. Apparently, the woman’s Christian 

family had attempted to kidnap her many times before. Therefore, the husband’s family warned 

the police immediately and negotiations took place with Izzat Labib, a prominent Coptic figure 

in Nazlah who refused to let the woman return to her husband’s family. Clashes followed, and 

the husband’s family attacked Coptic homes and businesses (AWR Press review art. 17 week 

25/2008). Later the husband received a phone call from his wife, who said that she was in Maadi, 

Cairo, and had been anesthetized (al-Dustur June 22, 2008 AWR Press review art. 17 week 

25/2008).  

Abu Fana  

A dispute evolved between monks in a monastery and local villagers over a plot of land, clashes 

broke out, and two Copts allegedly killed a Muslim (al-Dustur). The Arabs, a Bedouin tribe, had 

torched a chapel in an outpost of the monastery, in addition to buildings and farmlands. 

Moreover, they had abducted four monks and we accused of torturing them (al-Watani Sept. 28, 

2008 AWR art. 6 week 39/2008).  

Sid Salim City  

Sid Salim City is situated in the governorate of Kafr al-Shaykh, Lower Egypt. A Christian girl 

and a married Muslim man from this village eloped to Alexandria. Infuriated, the girl’s family 

kidnapped two members of the Muslim man’s family to pressure him to return the girl. The 

families of the two young males were greatly upset when they found out and the matter almost 

escalated into the outbreak of sectarian violence, had it not been for the quick response of the 

governor Ahmad Abdin, politicians, and security forces (Al-Ahrar Oct. 21, 2008 AWR art. 31 

week 43/2008).  

Abu Tisht 

The conflict in Abu Tisht, Assyut, Qena governorate, between al-Hawabish family and the al-

Farajiyah family goes back many generations. The most recent conflict occurred on November 

17, 2008 when a member of the al-Hawabish family blocked the bridge to the house of a member 

of the al-Farajiyah family with sugar canes. The conflict resulted in the killing of Mahmud 

Hamid Allah. A reconciliation session followed in which the al-Hawabish family paid the al-

Farajiyah family 300.000 LE in blood money. Despite reconciliation efforts, however, Mashhur 

Hamid Allah took revenge on his brother’s death by shooting Hamadah Ahmad Ramadan while 

the latter was driving his microbus (al-Wafd April 16, 2009 AWR art. 39 week 16/2009).  
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Al-Masry al-Youm (May 3, 2009 AWR art. 40 week 18/2009) reported that members of the al-

Hawayshah family shot three people, all members of the reconciliation committee and the 

National Democratic Party (NDP), after a reconciliation session in Qirqas village. The motive 

behind the killing was an incident between the Marci family and the al-Hawayshah family that 

took place 70 years ago.  

Al-Tayyibah  

As reported by al-Masry al-Youm (April 8, 2009 AWR art. 12 week 14/2009), in al-Tayyibah, 

Samalut, Minya, a quarrel that occurred in October 2008 evolved into a sectarian incident and 

resulted in the killing of Copt Yashu Jamal on the third of October. Unable to determine where 

the bullet came from, security dropped investigations.   

Al-Fuqai  

In al-Fuqai, Beni Sweif, Upper Egypt, clashes between Muslims and Christians broke out after 

Muslims attacked a ‘Coptic society for services’ (al-Dustur July 20, 2009 AWR art. 18 week 

29/2009).  

Izbet Girgis  

In Izbet Girgis, al-Fashn, Beni Sweif, Upper Egypt, Muslims and Christians clashed because of a 

‘disagreement between parties following a controversy between two women as a result of a 

misunderstanding’ (Rose al-Yusuf July 14, 2009 AWR art. 20 week 28/2009).  

Al-Daqahliyah  

Al-Daqahliyah is situated in the Delta area of Lower Egypt. Al-Masry al-Youm (July 7, 2009 

AWR art. 24 week 27/2009) reported that the incidents in Kafr al-Barbari, al-Daqahliyah 

concerned the killing of a Muslim by a Coptic family. 

Izbet Bushra  

In Izbet Bushra, Beni Sweif, Upper Egypt, a church was built under the pretext that was going to 

be used as a factory. Furthermore, Fr. Ishaq Qastur of Izbet Bushra invited fifty Coptic families 

to celebrate mass in this building which also served as his residence in the village. The next day 

Muslim villagers prevented Christians from having access to the priest's house. Both parties 

started throwing stones at each other (al-Arabi June 28, 2009 AWR Press review art. 23 week 

26/2009). Al-Wafd reported that Muslims attacked the priest’s house to prevent Christians from 

praying.  
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3. Area 

Most of the incidents that happened took place in Upper Egypt, and an equal number of incidents 

happened in the regions surrounding Cairo and the Delta, or Lower Egypt. Eleven of the 

seventeen cases occurred in Upper Egypt, of which four took place in the governorate of Minya, 

three in the Qena governorate, two in Beni Sweif, and one in the governorate of Sohag. In central 

Egypt, two out of three incidents happened in the Giza governorate, the other one took place in 

al-Fayyoum. The incidents that occurred in the Delta took place in the governorates of 

Alexandria, Kafr al-Skeikh, and al-Daqahliyah.  

 

4. History 

In most of the cases, the documentation does not specify the history of conflict in a particular 

village or region. Important observations can be made, however, which might lead to the 

following conclusion. As most of the incidents appeared to have happened in Upper Egypt, it 

might be correct to assume that Upper Egypt is a troubled region. Especially the governorates of 

Minya and Qena have witnessed quite a few incidents. Upper Egypt is also the most 

impoverished region in Egypt.  

 

5. Atmosphere 

Although most of the newspaper reporting does not provide any information on the atmosphere 

in the village before the incidents, or on relations between Muslims and Christians as such, in the 

few articles that report about general atmosphere good relations and relatively few tensions are 

described. Aqidati (Nov. 6, 2007 AWR art. 26 week 44 2007) reported that according to Sheikh 

Sad Rustum of Jabal al-Tayr mosque, relations between Muslims and Christians in Jabal al-Tayr 

are good. Similarly Father Bula, archpriest of the Virgin Mary Church, told al-Jumhuriyah (Dec. 

17, 2007 AWR Press review art. 18 week 50/2007) that Muslim-Christian relations are peaceful 

in Isna. Conversely, in Abu Fana the dispute over land between the monks of Abu Fana and the 

Arab tribe is described as long standing (al-Dustur). While this does not necessarily mean that 

relations between the monks and the Arabs are bad, it does demonstrate that tensions already 

existed prior to the incidents. Al-Dustur (March 11, 2009 AWR art. 10 week 10 2009) stated that 

tensions were already present in the village of al-Tayyibah, Minya, due to the selling of a house 

to Muslims in a predominantly Christian neighborhood.  

 

6. Conflicting parties 
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Most of the incidents reported occur between Muslims and Christians. In some of the cases, 

however, the conflict seems to be between security forces or the local authorities and Christians, 

whereas the incident which sparked the conflict occurred between Muslims and Christians. As 

al-Arabi (June 28, 2009 AWR Press review art. 23 week 26/2009) and al-Wafd (July 2, 2009 

AWR art. 23 week 27/2009) report, in Izbet Bushra clashes broke out between Muslims and 

Christians after the Muslims of the village attempted to prevent Christians of the village from 

praying at Fr. Ishaq Qastur’s house. However, initially the conflict over the building of a church 

was between the Christians and the local government which would not issue a permit.  

Concerning the incidents in Bimha, Giza, al-Watani (May 27, 2007 AWR art. 22 week 21/2007) 

reports that the expansion of Atef Youssef’s house, which was being used for prayer, was the 

reason for a local imam to call for jihad and ignite violence between Muslims and Christians. 

However, church building, or renovation of an existing church, appears to be an important issue 

for friction between Christians and government, for church building is restricted by legislation 

and bureaucracy. The process involved in obtaining a permit appears at times to complicate 

relations between Christians and local authorities.  

 

7. Causes of Conflict 

Eight of the seventeen selected cases involved church building, or renovation of an existing 

church, either directly or indirectly. In al-Koshh a dispute over the height of a tower of the 

church caused a sectarian incident (al-Usbu Jan. 10, 2000 AWR art. 44 week 2/2000). In Beni 

Walmis, a church and a mosque were situated close to each other. The reconstruction of the 

church was finished and its towers were rather high, thus the Muslims of the village argued that 

the minaret of their mosque should be equally high, or even higher, which sparked the incident 

(al-Musawwar Febr. 15, 2002 AWR art. 10 week 7/2002). In al-Udaysat, as al-Masry al-Youm 

reported, Copts transformed a hall into a church without official authorization from the 

government. The expansion of the house of Atef Youssef in Bimha was the reason for a local 

imam to call for jihad (al-Watani May 27, 2007 AWR art. 22 week 21/2007). The incident in al-

Dikhilah, Alexandria, concerned the Virgin Mary Church (al-Watani June 24, 2007AWR art. 27 

week 25/2007).  In al-Fuqai, Beni Sweif, Muslims attacked a ‘society for services’ (al-Dustur 

July 20, 2009 AWR art. 18 week 29/2009). Lastly, in Izbet Bushra, a supposed factory that was 

being used as a house for prayer caused unrest and led to sectarian clashes (al-Dustur June 26, 

2009 AWR Press review art. 23 week 26/2009; al-Arabi June 28, 2009 AWR Press review art. 

23 week 26/2009).  

Other cases concern conflicts that are not necessarily religious in nature, but became a religious 

issue as the conflict developed. Typically, these disputes are ordinary quarrels, such as the 

quarrel that occurred between Christian merchant Girgis Hilmy and a fully veiled Muslim 

woman whom he accused of stealing a cell phone from his shop in Isna (al-Dustur Dec. 18, 2007 
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AWR Press review art. 18 week 50/2007; al-Sharq al-Awsat Dec. 17, 2007 AWR Press review 

art. 18 week 50/2009; al-Watani Dec. 23, 2007 AWR art. 24 week 51/2007). Or, as in al-

Tayyibah, Minya, where a Muslim man flirting with (al-Masry al-Youm April 8, 2009 AWR art. 

12 week 14/2009), or harassing (al-Dustur; Rose al-Yusuf Oct. 5, 2008 AWR art. 29 week 

40/2008) a Christian girl led to the outbreak of sectarian violence and the killing of a Coptic man 

named Yashu. According to Rose al-Yusuf (July 14, 2009 AWR art. 20 week 28/2009), a 

misunderstanding between two women in Izbet Girgis, Beni Sweif, evolved into a sectarian 

incident.  

Disputes over land are also a cause for sectarian conflict, as can be seen in the case of the Abu 

Fana incidents (al-Dustur Aug. 28, 2008 AWR art. 7 week 35/2008; Sept. 18, 2008 AWR art. 6 

week 38/2008; Sept. 25, 2008 AWR art. 4 week 39/2008; al-Watani Sept. 28, 2008 AWR art. 6 

week 39/2008; al-Masry al-Youm Sept. 14, 2008 AWR art. 31 week 37/2008; Sept. 17, 2008 

AWR art. 5 week 38/2008; Oct. 11, 2008 AWR art. 8 week 41/2008). Moreover, disputes over 

land are often older conflicts which continue to cause problems occasionally.  

 

8. Deaths, Injuries, and Material Losses  

In the case of al-Koshh, both al-Ahrar (Jan. 4, 2000 AWR art. 23 week 1/2000) and al-Akhbar 

(Jan. 5, 2000 AWR art. 25 week 1/2000) reported the death of 20 people and the injuries of 35 

more. Additionally, al-Ahrar (Jan. 4, 2000 AWR art. 23 week 1/2000) reported two cars had 

been burned and 33 shops had been destroyed. Furthermore, al-Akhbar (Jan. 5, 2000 AWR art. 

25 week 1/2000) reported that investors had offered financial aid to those who incurred losses. 

According to al-Musawwar (Febr. 23, 2001 AWR art. 11 week 8/2001), the governor of Sohag, 

General Ahmed Abdel Aziz, offered to raise financial compensation given to victims from three 

to five thousand Egyptian pounds (375,39 to 625,65 Euro) per deceased person 

(www.coinmill.com, Dec. 16, 2009).  

Regarding the incidents in Beni Walmis, al-Musawwar (Febr. 15, 2002 AWR art. 10 week 

7/2002) reported that three cars were burned. Governor Hassan Hemaid of Minya stressed the 

importance of giving the owners of the cars financial compensation. However, al-Ahali reported 

that the government had not paid any financial compensation, and the only financial 

compensation the victims received came from the bishopric which gave each family 500 LE and 

two blankets. The Minister of Housing stated that the Arab Contractors Company would restore 

the church and continue constructing the mosque and the minaret (al-Musawwar Febr. 15, 2002 

AWR art. 10 week 7/2002). Al-Ahali (Febr. 20, 2002 AWR art. 5 week 8/2002) confirmed that 

the church had been restored, but the homes (some homes were damaged as the fire spread) had 

not been restored yet.  

In Gerza, Giza, where Islamists attacked Christians, shops were plundered and homes were 

destroyed (al-Watani Nov. 23, 2003 AWR art. 21 week 47/2003).  
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Al-Masry al-Youm (May 13, 2007 AWR art. 24 week 19/2007) reported that in al-Udaysat, one 

person, a Copt, was killed and fourteen people were injured. 

In Bimha, 25 houses and businesses were destroyed and 11 Copts were injured, according to al-

Jumhuriyah (May 16, 2007 AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007). Al-Watani (May 27, 2007 

AWR art. 23 week 21/2007) reported that 10 Copts were injured and 70 houses were set on fire.  

The incidents in Isna, Qena, left Christian properties damaged (al-Sharq al-Awsat Dec. 17, 2007 

AWR Press review art. 18 week 50/2007). The damage reported by al-Masry al-Youm (Dec. 17, 

2007 AWR Press review art. 18 week 50/2007) amounted to the destruction of 28 shops, of 

which 15 shops were set on fire, and the damage done to the Virgin Mary Church and Mother 

Dulagy Church. Fourteen shops had been destroyed and one car had been burned as reported by 

al-Dustur (Dec. 22, 2007 AWR Press review art. 25 week 51/2007). According to al-Watani 

(Dec. 23, 2007 AWR art. 24 week 51/2007) 26 shops had been attacked and the damage was 

estimated by Christians to be two million LE. Al-Watani (Dec. 23, 2007 AWR art. 24 week 

51/2007) also reported that Atef Ayoub’s private car had been burned. However, when he went 

to the police to report this, they detained him on grounds of ‘igniting sectarian sedition’.  

In the Abu Fana incidents, one Muslim was killed (al-Dustur Sept. 25, 2008 AWR art. 4 week 

39/2008; al-Masry al-Youm Sept. 14, 208 AWR art. 31 week 37/2008; al-Watani July 14, 2009 

AWR art. 34 week 28/2009). Al-Watani (July 14, 2009 AWR art. 34 week 28/2009) reported 

that Arabs had attacked and torched the monastery, damaged property, injured four monks, and 

abducted three others.  

Al-Wafd (April 16, 2009 AWR art. 39 week 16/2009) reported that in Abu Tisht, Qena, a man 

named Mahmud Hamid Allah was killed. Al-Masry al-Youm (May 3, 2009 AWR art. 40 week 

18/2009) reported the death of three others in a previous, but related incident. All three people 

were members of the reconciliation committee.  

Al-Masry al-Youm (April 8, 2009 AWR art. 12 week 14/2009) reported the killing of a Copt, 

Yashu Jamal, in al-Tayyibah. However, Yashu himself was not directly involved in any of the 

disputes. According to the Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights report, as mentioned in an 

AWR editorial (April 29, 2009), ‘homes, lands and properties were torched and vandalized’. 

Eventually, tear gas was used to disperse the crowd and probably during this Yashu was shot. 

Security forces reported they were unable to determine where the bullet came from.  

Al-Arabi (June 28, 2009 AWR art. 23 week 26/2009) reported that in Izbet Bushra, 19 Copts and 

8 Muslims were injured.  

In other incidents, the newspaper reports provided in the database did not specify information on 

deaths, injuries, or material losses.  
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9. Security 

Al-Ahrar (Jan. 4, 2000 AWR art. 23 week 1/2000) and al-Akhbar (Jan. 5, 2000 AWR art. 25 

week 1/2000) reported that security had successfully restored the situation in al-Koshh. 

According to al-Ahrar (Jan. 4, 2000 AWR art. 23 week 1/2000), security measures had tightened 

and after two days a reconciliation session had successfully calmed matters down and quietness 

returned to the village.  

In Beni Walmis, security measures were rather strict according to a report by al-Ahali (Febr. 20, 

2002 AWR art. 5 week 8/2002), as security had imposed a curfew. Many villagers were not even 

allowed to go into the fields to feed their animals, which resulted in the death of livestock which 

added to the losses of the village inhabitants. The role of the security forces and the governor 

was ‘praised’ by participants in the reconciliation meeting (al-Akhbar Febr. 23, 2002 AWR art. 4 

week 8/2002). Additional details are available in AWR 2009, week 47, article 4.  

Al-Watani (Nov. 23, 2003 AWR art. 21 week 47/2003) reported on the incidents in Gerza that 

security forces arrived three hours after the incident started. They did arrest some of the 

perpetrators, but ultimately quit investigations, and thus suspects were not prosecuted due to 

‘lack of conclusive evidence’.  

Al-Dustur (Oct. 30, 2007 AWR art. 37 week 43/2007) reported that concerning the situation in 

Jabal al-Tayr, Father Matta Kamil had said that security forces had successfully brought back 

tranquility to the village. 

In Isna, Qena, security had managed to break up the crowd (al-Dustur Dec. 14, 2007 AWR Press 

review art. 18 week 50/2007). Al-Masry al-Youm (Dec. 17, 2007 AWR Press review art. 18 

week 50/2007) reported that anti-riot forces had arrested 17 rioters. However, dozens were 

released shortly after the incidents as al-Dustur (Dec. 14, 2007 AWR Press review art. 18 week 

50/2007) reported. Curfew remained imposed and Copts refused to participate in any 

reconciliation, as they accused the security forces of being too lenient in protecting them. Al-

Watani (Dec. 23, 2007 AWR Press review art. 24 week 51/2007) reported that security forces 

arrived only after the assaults had taken place, imposed a curfew, and detained 25 Muslim 

suspects.  

In Nazlah, al-Fayyoum, security had to use gas bombs to disperse the crowd; afterwards a curfew 

was imposed (al-Dustur June 22, 2008 AWR Press review art. 17 week 25/2008).  

In Sid Salim City, Kafr al-Sheikh, security, politicians, and the governor controlled the situation 

in cooperation with the church. Two Muslim men were released after a period of detention and a 

reconciliation meeting was held (al-Ahrar Oct. 21, 2008 AWR art. 31 week 43/2008).  

In al-Fuqai, Beni Sweif, security attended the reconciliation meeting (al-Dustur July 20, 2009 

AWR art. 18 week 29/2009).  



13 

 

Al-Masry al-Youm (July 7, 2009 AWR art. 24 week 27/2009) reported that in Kafr al-Barbari, 

al-Daqahliyah security had imposed curfew, and measures were especially strict in the Christian 

neighborhood.  

According to al-Arabi (June 28, 2009 AWR Press review art. 23 week 26/2009), 27 suspects 

were detained following the incidents in Izbet Bushra, and a 48 hour curfew was imposed. 

Tharwat William, lawyer of the bishopric, said that some Christians had complained about 

security torture (al-Dustur June 26, 2009 AWR Press review art. 23 week 26/2009).  

 

10. Important Political Figures / Religious Leaders 

In al-Koshh: Gen. Ahmed Abdel Aziz, governor of Minya (al-Musawwar Febr. 23, 2001 AWR 

art. 11 week 8/2001). Ismail Salam Minister of Health, Mustafa Abdel-Qader Minister of Local 

Development. Ahmed Abdel Aal Dardir, president of the local council, Bishop Wissa of Belyana 

and Dar El Salam and Bishop Bakhoum of Sohag (al-Akhbar). Sheikh Abdel-Rahim Al-Samin, 

deputy at Ministry of Endowments (al-Usbu Jan. 10, 2000 AWR art. 44 week 2/2000). 

In Beni Walmis: Hassan Hemaid Governor of Minya and Bishop Agathon of Maghara (al-

Musawwar Febr. 15, 2002 AWR art. 10 week 7/2002). Member of the Shura Council and 

People’s Assembly, Sheikh Muhammad Muslim, and Father Barnaba, deputy of the Orthodox 

bishopric of Maghagha (al-Akhbar Febr. 23, 2002 AWR art. 4 week 8/2002). Priest Rafael 

Michael of Holy Virgin church in Beni Walmis (al-Ahali Febr. 20, 2002 AWR art. 5 week 

8/2002).  

In Gerza: the Governor of Giza (al-Watani Nov. 23, 2003 AWR art. 21 week 47/2003). 

In Bimha: Council Deputies Ali al-Suudi, Ahmad al-Sawi (al-Jumhuriyah May 16, 2007 AWR 

Press review art. 20 week 20/2007). Dr. Fathi Sad, governor of Giza, Sheikh Said Hajjaj, 

member of the jury, Makram Riyad, Mahmud Abu Aridah, Father Mina Fawzi and Father Hanna 

Makin, member of the jury (al-Akhbar no date AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007).  

In al-Dikhilah: General Secretary Dr. Said al-Daqqaq (al-Musawwar June 22, 2007 AWR art. 40 

week 25/2007) and Fuad Girgis, deputy of the Coptic Church Community Council (al-Watani 

June 24, 2007 AWR art. 27 week 25/2007).  

In Jabal al-Tayr: General Sad al-Din, Father Istifanus Shahatah of Holy Virgin Church and 

Sheikh Rustum Sad of the Jabal al-Tayr mosque, who commented on good relations between 

Muslims and Christians (Aqidati Nov. 6, 2007 AWR art. 26 week 44/2007). Bishop Paphnotius 

of Samalut, Minya is reported as having outstanding relations with all Muslims and Christians of 

his diocese. Father Dawud Nashid (al-Dustur Nov. 2, 2007 AWR art. 25 week 44/2007).  
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In Isna: Maj. Gen Majdi Ayyub Iskandar governor of Qena, Dr. Muhammad Sayyid Tantawi 

grand Imam of Azhar who condemned the incidents, Father Bula and Bishop Bemin of Qus and 

Naqadah (al-Masry al-Youm Dec. 18, 2007 AWR Press review art. 18 week 50/2007). Rev. Rifat 

Fikri pastor of Evangelical Church in Ard Sharif said that the Muslim Brotherhood played a 

hidden role in the conflict and they intend to portray the government as weak, therefore it should 

be replaced (al-Ahrar, no date, AWR Press review art. 25 week 44/2007). 

In Abu Fana: People’s Assembly Member of Parliament Alaa Hassanayn, governor of Minya, 

Dr. Ahmad Diya al-Din. Lawyer Ramy Rafiq, who represents the monastery and Zakari Michael, 

the lawyer of the monks (al-Masry al-Youm Sept. 14, 2008 AWR art. 31 week 37/2008). Bishop 

Demetrius is reported as being quite close to the Pope, he as being considered one of the most 

important bishops, highly popular among Copts. Bishop Aghabius of Dayr Mawwas (al-Dustur 

Sept. 25, 2008 AWR art. 4 week 39/2008). 

In Sid Salim City, Kafr al-Sheikh governor Ahmed Abdin was the most prominent figure in 

reconciliation (al-Ahrar Oct. 21, 2008 AWR art. 31 week 43/2008).   

In Abu Tisht: Gen. Majdi Ayyub governor of Qena, Dr. al-Ahmadi Abu al-Nur, former Minister 

of Endowments, Gen. Mahmud Badr, director of Department of Security and Dr. Khayrat 

Uthman, secretary of the NDP in Qena (al-Wafd April 16, 2009 AWR art. 39 week 16/2009). 

In al-Tayyibah: Dr. Ahmad Diya al-Din, governor of Minya, Gen. Jad Jamil, head of the security 

apparatus, and pastor Adil Jad Allah (al-Masry al-Youm April 8, 2009 AWR art. 12 week 

14/2009). 

In al-Fuqai: Father Abd al-Quddus Hanna (al-Dustur July 20, 2009 AWR art. 18 week 29/2009).  

In Izbet Girgis: Ahmad Jad al-Mawla, member of governorate office authority (NDP), Father 

Saman, priest of the Izbet Girgis Church, and sheikh Jumah Imam of the village mosque (Rose 

al-Yusuf July 14, 2009 AWR art. 20 week 28/2009).  

In Izbet Bushra: Father Ishaq Qastur, priest of Beni Sweif, Dr. Izzat Abd Allah, governor of Beni 

Sweif, and Metropolitan Stephanus of Beni Sweif (al-Arabi June 28, 2009 AWR Press review 

art. 23 week 26/2009). Member of the People’s Assembly and the Shura Council, Sheikh 

Muhammad Muslim, Father Barnaba, deputy of the Orthodox bishopric of Maghagha, and 

Sheikh Ahmed Nasr deputy of the Ministry of Endowments (al-Jumhuriyah July 12, 2009 AWR 

art. 40 week 28/2009).  

 

11. Reconciliation 

In al-Koshh, the governor of Sohag intended to start reconciliation sessions immediately when 

the conflict started, but he was surprised to see that the conflicts renewed so quickly. The 
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governor formed a reconciliation committee over which he presided together with Sheikh Abdel-

Rahim al-Samin (al-Ahrar Jan. 4, 2000 AWR art. 23 week 1/2000). According to al-Watani 

(March 5, 2000 AWR art. 8 week 10/2000) the reconciliation process lasted at least two months 

and several meetings were held. Concerning the criminal prosecution of suspects, investigations 

were carried out under supervision of the General Attorney of Sohag, Counselor Usama al-

Rashidy. In general there was dissatisfaction with the sentences (al-Musawwar Febr. 23, 2001 

AWR art. 11 week 8/2001). On the reconciliation process al-Ahrar (Jan. 4, 2000 AWR art. 13 

week 1/2000) reported that Bishop Wissa had expressed his appreciation for the efforts made by 

the governor and he had given him his approval. Al-Watani (March 5, 2000 AWR art. 8 week 

10/2000) reported that as reconciliation was mainly focused on speeches, mottoes, and media 

propaganda, it was not very successful. Al-Usbu (Jan. 24, 2000 AWR art. 54 week 4/2000) 

reported that tension was still present in the village and it will not be solved with a committee. 

Author Ahmad Taha al-Naqr stated in al-Usbu (Jan. 24, 2000 AWR art. 54 week 4/2000) that ‘in 

Egypt they say, if you want to kill something submit it to a committee’. He also pointed out that 

there appears to be a ‘general negligence of Upper Egypt as a whole’. Al-Musawwar (Febr. 23, 

2001 AWR art. 11 week 8/2001) added that the watchfulness of the security forces is not enough 

to bring the situation back to normal.  

Members of the Shura Council and the People's Assembly visited Beni Walmis to start 

reconciliation (al-Musawwar Febr. 15, 2002 AWR art. 10 week 7/2002). Some villagers argued 

the governor should hold reconciliation sessions and not refer the perpetrators to court (al-Ahali 

Febr. 20, 2002 AWR art. 5 week 8/2002). The reconciliation meeting itself was held in the night 

of the Greater Bairam (al-Akhbar Febr. 23, 2002 AWR art. 4 week 8/2002). The governor 

stressed that ‘the church is part and parcel of Egypt and its history’. He also praised the patriotic 

role of the media in reporting the facts and efforts undertaken by the state to reach reconciliation. 

A reconciliation document was signed by Sheikh Muhammad Muslim, Father Barnaba, 36 

Christians, 60 Muslims, members of the Shura Council and the People’s Assembly, after all 

parties involved agreed that there was no more disagreement (al-Akhbar Febr. 23, 2002 AWR 

art. 4 week 8/2002).  

On the reconciliation process in Gerza, al-Watani (Nov. 23, 2003 AWR art. 21 week 47/2003) 

reported that the meeting was held at the headquarters of the governorate between the victims, 

families, and prominent Muslim families. In the absence of a criminal trial to prosecute 

perpetrators, the reconciliation meeting was not particularly successful. Moreover, although the 

governorate is not opposed to the idea of expanding the village church, its priority is restoring 

the situation, and considering the circumstances now would not be the right time. 

Al-Masry al-Youm (May 13, 2007 AWR art. 24 week 19/2007) reported that in al-Udaysat a 

Court ruling followed reconciliation. The four defendants were discharged.  

On May 16, 2007, as al-Jumhuriya (AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007) reported, a 

reconciliation meeting was held between heads of Muslim and Christian families in the presence 
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of Ahmad al-Sawi and Ali al-Suudi in Ayyat Sports Club to end the incidents in Bimha. Al-Wafd 

(no date, AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007) stated that the meeting was held in order to 

prevent a repetition of the incidents. Al-Akhbar (no date, AWR Press review art. 20 week 

20/2007) said that Fathi Sad, the governor of Giza, decided to compensate all victims. On the 

same day the Court convicted 20 suspects and ordered their detention for 15 days (al-Jumhuriyah 

May 16, 2007 AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007). On the results of the reconciliation 

meetings al-Wafd (May 17, 2007 AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007) stated that ‘all 

reconciliation sessions had failed, except for those held by a Muslim Brotherhood deputy’. The 

reconciliation sessions are ‘no more than strategies intended to hide injustice done to Copts’ (al-

Wafd May 17, 2007 AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007). Al-Jumhuriyah (May 17, 2007 

AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007) reported that after reconciliation Muslims and 

Christians were friends again. Rose al-Yusuf (May 17, 2007 AWR Press review art. 20 week 

20/2007) stated that al-Ayyat has ‘restored the calm atmosphere after reconciliation’. Al-Ahram 

(May 17, 2007 AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007) reported ‘people of Bimha make up 

and turn the page of sedition’. Al-Dustur (May 17, 2007 AWR Press review art. 20 week 

20/2007) reported a different story, stating that security forces and the church had imposed 

reconciliation and security had prevented six Copts from attending the reconciliation meeting. 

Indeed, al-Watani (May 27, 2007 AWR art. 22 week 21/2007) reported that villagers were not 

happy with the outcome of the reconciliation process. They did not agree to the humiliating 

terms of reconciliation. 39 Copts had to give up their complaints, ‘We are grossly outnumbered 

by the Muslims here,’ they argued. Nabil Abdel-Fattah of al-Ahram Centre for Political and 

Strategic Studies said meetings never achieve goals. According to al-Dustur (May 17, 2007 

AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007), 84 Muslims and 55 Christians signed the 

reconciliation minutes.   

As for the outcome of the reconciliation meetings, al-Akhbar (May 17, 2007 AWR Press review 

art. 20 week 20/2007) reported that the Copts were allowed to keep using the house previously 

used for prayer for catecheses. Al-Ahrar (May 17, 2007 AWR Press review art. 20 week 

20/2007) reported a similar version, saying that Christians will probably be authorized to convert 

the house into a catechism center. According to al-Wafd (May 17, 2007 AWR Press review art. 

20 week 20/2007), the Christians ‘relinquished compensation offered by Muslims, and both 

parties agreed on transforming the house into a house of worship’. In a report, al-Watani (May 

27, 2007 AWR art. 23 week 21/2007) said that Christians could use the house, but solely for 

Sunday school purposes. Furthermore, the Copts had to give up rights to compensation. Rose al-

Yusuf (no date, AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007) reported that Pope Shenouda said that 

Christians accepted the compensation offered by the church, yet declined compensation offered 

by the state and the Muslim community. He furthermore denied getting approval to build a 

church after reconciliation. However, al-Wafd (no date, Press review art. 20 week 20/2007) 

reported a different story, stating that Pope Shenouda had said that it was natural for the 

government to offer compensation, but what had been declined was compensation offered by 

some local Muslim villagers. According to al-Masry al-Youm (no date, Press review art. 20 
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week 20/2007) the Coptic community reacted angrily to pope Shenouda’s stance on the 

incidents.  

In al-Dikhilah about a hundred Copts and Muslims gathered for a reconciliation meeting (al-

Musawwar June 22, 2007 AWR art. 40 week 25/2007). The meeting was held on June 17, 2007 

and was presided by Dr. Said al-Daqqaq, consultant Fuad Girgis, and a number of clergymen and 

sheikhs (al-Watani June 24, 2007 AWR art. 27 week 25/2007). A Court session was also held 

and the seven suspects were released (al-Watani June 24, 2007 AWR art. 27 week 25/2007). 

According to al-Musawwar (June 22, 2007 AWR art. 40 week 25/2007), the reconciliation 

meeting was disappointing, for it ‘failed to address the real reasons behind sectarian outrage. 

Participants just delivered speeches expressing their regret’. Al-Watani (June 24, 2007 AWR art. 

27 week 25/2007) reported on three important aspects that would contribute to successful 

reconciliation that had been pointed out in the meeting. Firstly, it is necessary to ‘contain the 

conflict before it develops’. Secondly, ‘parents must educate children on respect and tolerance’. 

Thirdly, it is important to ‘go back to normal, open businesses, and eliminate reasons for 

tension’. 

Al-Dustur (Oct. 30, 2007 AWR art. 37 week 43/2007) reported on the quick response of Bishop 

Paphnotius and Taha to the incidents in Jabal al-Tayr. With the assistance of the head of the 

security apparatus and public leaders they could rapidly intervene to end sectarian sedition. 

Father Dawud and the bishop were absent at the reconciliation meeting itself, but according to 

the agent of the archbishopric this was not a sign of protest against reconciliation. Aqidati (Nov. 

6, 2007 AWR art. 26 week 44/2007) reported that Father Istifanus said that ‘the public meeting 

was to show the world that Egyptians are working to help and advance the country’. The 

reconciliation process lasted for four days, as it started on October 27, 2007 and on October 31st 

reconciliation was celebrated (al-Dustur Nov. 2, 2007 AWR art. 25 week 44/2007). 

Al-Watani (Dec. 23, 2007 AWR art. 24 week 51/2007) reported on reconciliation efforts in Isna 

that local political leaders had attempted to ‘force Christians into reconciliation’, meaning that 

Christians should officially give up their complaints. Therefore, Copts have refused to participate 

in any reconciliation, as Anba Pimen, bishop of Qus and Naqadah has said, the Copts have to be 

compensated sufficiently first. Al-Watani (Dec. 30, 2007 AWR art. 24 week 52/2007) later 

reported that Copts received compensation of 1.256.600 LE by Majdi Ayyub the governor of 

Qena, and after this the bishop agreed to reconciliation. Al-Dustur (Dec. 22, 2007 AWR Press 

review art. 25 week 51/2007) reported that reconciliation efforts have failed, because Copts 

insisted on receiving compensation of 500.000 LE. Al-Wafd (Dec. 21, 2007 AWR Press review 

art. 25 week 51/2007) also reported that reconciliation failed, but this was because all efforts 

from official mediators and MPs have been fruitless. Moreover, the Copts showed no desire to 

engage in reconciliation before they were well compensated. Al-Jumhuriyah (Dec. 17, 2007 

AWR Press review art. 18 week 50/2007) reported that a week after the incident, the situation 

had been restored. 
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According to Al-Fajr (July 7, 2008 AWR art. 12 week 28/2007) reconciliation has not been 

particularly successful in Nazlah, as it appeared tensions had only increased, whereas relations 

between Muslims and Christians used to be good. Eventually, the parties reached reconciliation, 

but ‘tensions erupted again quickly’. Al-Dustur (July 5, 2008 AWR art. 24 week 27/2008) 

reported that the reconciliation ‘did not involve making pledges, or creating penalty clauses’. 

Pope Shenouda refused to have reconciliation this way. Therefore, people said that reconciliation 

was ‘successful’, but did not solve the problem (al-Dustur July 5, 2008 AWR art. 24 week 

27/2008). 

Al-Dustur (Sept. 18, 2008 AWR art. 6 week 38/2008) highlights two problems regarding the 

troubled reconciliation process that took place after the incidents of Abu Fana. Firstly, the 

Church in Mallawi refused to pay blood money for the Muslim who got killed. Secondly, the 

tribal chief insists that the priests change their statements. The monks of Abu Fana are still not 

willing to change accusations against the Arabs. They are willing to reconcile but not to change 

the allegations. Al-Dustur (Sept. 18, 2008 AWR art. 6 week 38/2008) furthermore reported that 

Governor Ahmad Dia al-Din asked the Arabs to accept the conditions. Ultimately, the monks 

withdrew their complaints, and in return the Arabs withdrew their accusation that two Copts had 

killed a Muslim. As al-Dustur (Sept. 25, 2008 AWR art. 4 week 39/2008) reported, the Arabs 

themselves will pay blood money to the relatives of the murdered Muslim. Al-Watani (Sept. 28, 

2008 AWR art. 6 week 39/2008) stated that the media rushed to report on reconciliation, but not 

on the aftermath, which is when problems reoccurred. The monastery, on the other hand, would 

give up 95 of 600 feddan land in exchange for the right to build a fencing wall around its land. 

The agreement also stressed the importance of justice and punishing the criminals (al-Watani 

Sept. 28, 2008 AWR art. 6 week 39/2008). Still, al-Dustur reported one monk refused to sign, 

because, as he argued, Muslims had forced his brother to convert to Islam. Furthermore, al-

Watani (Sept. 28, 2008 AWR art. 6 week 39/2008) stated that the media ‘rushed to report on 

reconciliation’ but mostly neglected the events that happened in the aftermath.  Indeed, problems 

reoccurred immediately after the building of the wall started. Nevertheless, the final agreement 

as the ‘end’ to the dispute was celebrated (al-Watani Sept. 28, 2008 AWR art. 6 week 39/2008).  

Al-Ahrar (Oct. 21, 2008 AWR art. 31 week 43/2008) reported successful reconciliation in Sid 

Salim City as the governor of Kafr al-Sheikh had ‘nipped the incident in the bud’.  

Reconciliation in Abu Tisht was problematic as the incident concerned an ancient feud. As al-

Wafd (April 16, 2009 AWR art. 39 week 16/2009) reported, reconciliation could not prevent 

Mahmud's brother, Mashur Hamid Allah from avenging his brother’s death and shooting 

Hamadah Ahmad Ramadan. However, blood money (300.000 LE) was paid to Mahmud’s 

family.  

Al-Masry al-Youm (April 8, 2009 AWR art. 12 week 14/2009) reported that in al-Tayyiba the 

reconciliation committee consisted of twenty prominent Muslim and Christian men (MPs). 

Symbolic burial shrouds were accepted as opposed to the blood money that was offered. The 
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victim’s father hopes the killer will be punished. The governor and the head of the security 

apparatus were present at the celebrations. Al-Dustur (April 10, 2009 AWR art. 8 week 15/2009) 

reported that five thousand people had attended the reconciliation meeting in al-Tayyibah. 

According to al-Dustur (April 10, 2009 AWR art. 8 week 15/2009), Muslims and Christians both 

‘made an oath that conflict was resolved’. Al-Masry al-Youm (April 4, 2009 AWR art. 7 week 

15/2009) reported that pastor Adil considered the reconciliation to be ‘a positive act’. The 

governor had said that reconciliation ‘blew away all rumors about existence of sectarian strife in 

Egypt’. It took several months until reconciliation was achieved, or a reconciliation committee 

had even been established. The incidents happened in October 2008, and al-Masry al-Youm 

(April 8, 2009 AWR art. 12 week 14/2009) reported in April 2009 that a reconciliation 

committee had been formed.  

On the reconciliation in al-Fuqai al-Dustur (July 20, 2009 AWR art. 18 week 29/2009) reported 

that security forces had attended the reconciliation meeting.  

Rose al-Yusuf (July 14, 2009 AWR art. 20 week 28/2009) reported that reconciliation had been 

achieved in the Izbet Girgis conflict due to efforts undertaken by the NDP. The NDP secretariat 

in Beni Sweif successfully managed to reunite the parties. The reconciliation committee was 

presided over by Ahmad Jad al-Mawla. 

Al-Masry al-Youm (July 7, 2009 AWR art. 24 week 27/2009) reported that there had been 

‘intensive contact’ between Muslims, Christians and clergymen in al-Daqahliyah to hold a 

reconciliation session. In addition, MPs and other leaders are making efforts to achieve 

reconciliation.   

On the reconciliation in Izbet Bushra, al-Arabi (June 28, 2009 AWR Press review art. 23 week 

26/2009) reported that MPs managed to ‘ease tension’. The reconciliation meeting took place at 

the hospital. The governor of Beni Sweif and several security officials attended the reconciliation 

session in the presence of important religious Muslim and Christian figures (al-Wafd July 2, 

2009 AWR art. 23 week 27/2009). Al-Dustur (June 26, 2009 AWR Press review art. 23 week 

26/2009) reported that tension had eased after reconciliation and after the governor promised the 

Copts a 300m2 house, which they would be allowed to use as a church. Overall, the 

reconciliation process was a slow progress, with a lot of delaying, postponing, and amending the 

agreement.   

 

12. Analysis of Reconciliation 

On reconciliation itself, and whether it can be considered a successful approach to solve conflict, 

one could conclude from the data that what is often achieved after reconciliation meetings is not 

necessarily genuine reconciliation as much as it is rather a ‘restoration’ of the situation. 

Arguably, reconciliation in the true sense of the word is almost never achieved as hard feelings 
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persist and tensions remain after reconciliation. Several cases from the database illustrate this 

finding. In Nazlah, reconciliation had not been very successful, as quickly after reconciliation 

tensions erupted again (al-Fajr July 7, 2008 AWR art. 12 week 28/2008).  

In Abu Tisht, the death of Mahmud was avenged by his brother despite reconciliation efforts (al-

Wafd April 16, 2009 AWR art. 39 week 16/2009). However, it must be noted that the incidents 

concerned an age old dispute between two families. Therefore, considering the roots of the 

problem, reconciliation is even more problematic.   

In general, it is important to note that the way in which reconciliation is carried out significantly 

affects the outcome of reconciliation meetings. Often, reconciliation focuses on ‘speeches, 

mottoes and media propaganda’, instead of addressing the real issue (al-Watani May 27, 2007 

AWR art. 23 week 21/2007). 

Al-Musawwar (June 22, 2007 AWR art. 40 week 25/2007) commented in a similar way on 

reconciliation in al-Dikhilah, reporting that ‘the reconciliation meeting was disappointing, for it 

‘failed to address the real reasons behind sectarian outrage. Participants just delivered speeches 

expressing their regret’.  

A general dissatisfaction with reconciliation meetings and their outcome can be noted in the 

situation after reconciliation. Although the situation seemingly returns to normal, tensions still 

remain. Arguably, it takes more than a reconciliation committee to reconcile conflicting parties. 

Al-Usbu (Jan. 24, 2000 AWR art. 54 week 4/2000) reported on the reconciliation efforts in al-

Koshh that ‘tension was still present in the village and it will not be solved with a committee’. 

The statement made by author Ahmad Taha al-Naqr in al-Usbu (Jan. 24, 2000 AWR art. 54 week 

4/2000) that ‘in Egypt they say, if you want to kill something submit it to a committee’, does 

make one question the effectiveness of reconciliation meetings.  

Moreover, reconciliation as witnessed in these reports seems often to require the victims to give 

up their right to compensation. Arguably, this obstructs the reconciliation process, because 

although the victims do not agree to the ‘humiliating terms of reconciliation’, the process will 

continue and victims will be left with the feeling that justice has not been done to them. Al-

Dustur (no date, AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007) even reported that reconciliation in 

Bimha was ‘imposed by security forces’. Moreover, security had prevented six Copts from 

attending the reconciliation meeting (al-Dustur, no date, AWR Press review art. 20 week 

20/2007). Al-Watani (May 27, 2007 AWR art. 22 week 21/2007) reported that villagers were not 

satisfied with the outcome of the reconciliation process. They did not agree to the ‘humiliating 

terms of reconciliation’. Furthermore, in the absence of a criminal trial, reconciliation is prone to 

failure. In Abu Fana, where the reconciliation agreement stressed the importance of justice and 

punishing the criminals (al-Watani Sept. 28, 2008 AWR art. 6 week 39/2008), reconciliation was 

hindered by the fact that the monks did not intend to withdraw their complaints and the Arabs 

did not seek to withdraw their complaint on the killing of a Muslim either. In the end, as the 
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governor urged both parties to withdraw their complaints for the sake of reconciliation, both the 

monks and the Arabs gave up their rights (al-Dustur Sept. 25, 2008 AWR art. 4 week 39/2008). 

Arguably, this has contributed to the failure of reconciliation in Abu Fana.  

Additionally, it is important to bear in mind that the media and the government have their own 

interests to look after, which significantly affects the reporting of the news media on incidents 

and in turn public perception. Al-Masry al-Youm (April 4, 2009 AWR art. 7 week 15/2009) 

reported that on the incidents in al-Tayyibah the governor had said that reconciliation ‘blew 

away all rumors about existence of sectarian strife in Egypt’. Moreover, biased reporting can 

contribute to an increase in tensions. One conclusion that can be drawn from the database is that 

different newspapers give different accounts of what happened. Moreover, some newspapers 

decide not to report on some issues at all, which gives a clear signal. For instance, al-Watani 

appeared to be the only newspaper that reported on the incidents in Gerza (al-Watani Nov. 23, 

2003 AWR art. 21 week 47/2003). Regarding the incidents in Bimha, al-Wafd (May 17, 2007 

AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007) reported that the reconciliation sessions are ‘no more 

than strategies intended to hide injustice done to Copts’. Whereas al-Jumhuriyah (May 17, 2007 

AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007) reported that after reconciliation ‘Muslims and 

Christians were friends again’. Rose al-Yusuf (May 17, 2007 AWR Press review art. 20 week 

20/2007) stated that al-Ayyat has ‘restored the calm atmosphere after reconciliation’. Al-Ahram 

(May 17, 2007 AWR Press review art. 20 week 20/2007) reported ‘people of Bimha make up 

and turn the page of sedition’.  

A clear distinction should be made between reconciliation on the one hand and restoration on the 

other hand. The difference between the two might not be as obvious as it may seem. Therefore, it 

is important to clarify both terms before judging whether reconciliation has been successful, or 

not. Arguably, it is less difficult to restore a situation to normal after an incident than reach 

reconciliation between the conflicting parties. It is of vital importance that a situation is quickly 

restored, for the livelihood of the people depends on this. Al-Ahali (Febr. 20, 2002 AWR art. 5 

week 8/2002) reported that security had imposed strict measures in Beni Walmis after the 

incidents and many villagers were not even allowed to go into the fields to feed their animals, 

which resulted in the death of livestock which added to the losses of the village inhabitants. 

Businesses must re-open otherwise people will miss out on an income. Certainly, this pressures 

parties to ‘reconcile’, if this is one of the preconditions for lifting the curfew that is often 

imposed by security after an incident, and returning to their jobs. However, it is important to 

keep in mind that settling for reconciliation because it seems the best option to restore the 

situation, differs significantly from true reconciliation which would eliminate tension between 

the parties.  

The composition and leadership of reconciliation committees considerably affects the outcome 

of the reconciliation process. Generally, reconciliation committees consist of political leaders 

and prominent religious figures. In addition, important families and families of victims usually 

participate in the reconciliation sessions. In most of the cases, the newspaper reporting as found 
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in the database did not specify who initiated reconciliation. However, from the reports it has 

become apparent that the governor plays an important role in guiding the reconciliation process. 

In al-Koshh, Governor Gen. Abdel-Aziz Bakr of Sohag intended to reconcile the parties as soon 

as the conflict started (al-Ahrar Jan. 9, 2000 AWR art. 15 week 2/2000). In Sid Salim City, the 

governor of Kafr al-Sheikh acted swiftly to contain an incident (al-Ahrar Oct. 21, 2008 AWR art. 

31 week 43/2008). In Abu Fana, Governor Ahmad Dia al-Din pressured the monks and the 

Arabs to give up their complaints in order to proceed to reconciliation (al-Dustur Sept. 18, 2008 

AWR art. 6 week 38/2008). Members of the Shura Council and the People’s Assembly also play 

a prominent role, as they often attend the reconciliation meetings. In Beni Walmis, members of 

the Shura Council and the People's Assembly actually started reconciliation (al-Musawwar Febr. 

15, 2002 AWR art. 10 week 7/2002). On reconciliation in Izbet Girgis, Rose al-Yusuf (July 14, 

2009 AWR art. 20 week 28/2009) reported that the National Democratic Party had successfully 

reunited the conflicting parties.  

Arguably, religious leaders are quite influential and their role in the reconciliation process is 

crucial. One example stands out. In Isna, local political leaders had attempted to ‘force Christians 

into reconciliation’, meaning that Christians would officially have to give up their complaints 

(al-Watani Dec. 23, 2007 AWR art. 24 week 51/2007). Anba Pimen bishop of Qus and Naqadah 

stood his ground, as he argued that the Copts have to be compensated sufficiently first, before he 

would consider participating in reconciliation. Later on, al-Watani (Dec. 30, 2007 AWR Press 

review art. 24 week 52/2007) later reported that the Copts had received compensation of 

1.256.600 LE by Majdi Ayyub, the governor of Qena. After this the bishop agreed to 

reconciliation. In Jabal al-Tayr, a quick response of Bishop Paphnotius and Taha to the incidents 

that occurred had resulted in successful intervention (al-Dustur Oct. 30, 2007 AWR art. 37 week 

43/2007).  

The role of the security forces in the reconciliation process is a much disputed one. Some argue 

that security ignites sectarian strife, or at least contributes to increasing tensions. An American 

agency INA (AWR no reference) issued a report on the incidents in Izbet Bushra, in which it 

stated that ‘security protected the Muslims when they attacked and destroyed Copts’ houses and 

crops’. In Isna, according to al-Dustur (Dec. 18, 2007 AWR Press review art. 18 week 50/2007), 

Copts accused the security forces of being too lenient in protecting them. Al-Watani (Nov. 23, 

2003 AWR art. 21 week 47/2003) reported that security forces arrived only after the assaults had 

taken place. Regarding the Gerza incidents, al-Watani (Nov. 23, 2003 AWR art. 21 week 

47/2003) reported that security forces only arrived after three hours. However, since al-Watani 

(Nov. 23, 2003 AWR art. 21 week 47/2003) does not specify on the reason why security arrived 

after three hours, it would not be correct to assume that security forces had done so deliberately 

to give the attackers more time to destroy Christian property.  

In general, security forces are able to intervene relatively quickly and calm matters down. In al-

Koshh, security successfully restored the situation (Al-Ahrar Jan. 4, 2000 AWR art. 23 week 

1/2000; al-Akhbar Jan. 5, 2000 AWR art. 25 week 1/2000). Due to strict security measures the 
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reconciliation session had successfully calmed matters down after two days (al-Ahrar Jan. 4, 

2000 AWR art. 23 week 1/2000). However, sometimes security does not succeed in restoring the 

situation completely. The watchfulness of the security forces was not enough to bring the 

situation back to normal in al-Koshh (al-Musawwar Febr. 23, 2001 AWR art. 11 week 8/2001). 

Occasionally, security uses gas bombs to disperse the crowds, like in Nazlah (al-Dustur July 5, 

2008 AWR art. 24 week 27/2008) and usually imposes a curfew on the village. The way in 

which investigations are carried out by security forces has an impact on reconciliation. In al-

Tayyibah, a Coptic man named Yashu Jamal was killed. However, security was unable to 

determine where the bullet that killed Yashu came from, reportedly due to the fact that they had 

to use tear gas (Al-Masry al-Youm April 4, 2009 AWR art. 7 week 15/2009). In Gerza, the few 

perpetrators that were arrested after the incidents were released ultimately due to ‘lack of 

conclusive evidence’ (al-Watani Nov. 23, 2003 AWR art. 21 week 47/2003).  

As stated above, reconciliation is more likely to fail when the law is not enforced and criminals 

are not being prosecuted, for the victims feel humiliated. Moreover, as tensions might remain 

due to this, genuine reconciliation might not be achieved. However, the complexity of the issue 

comes to the fore when one considers the role of the government and its relation with the 

security apparatus. Unfortunately, all comments on this would be merely speculation, for the 

documentation in the database did not specify on the relationship between the government and 

security. Would it therefore be correct to assume that as the security forces are limited in their 

competencies by the government; it is essentially the government which can determine the 

course and the outcome of the reconciliation process? In other words, if the government does not 

seek to enforce the law and would rather resort to reconciliation sessions to solve conflict, does it 

influence investigations carried out by the security to such an extent that investigations will 

almost certainly be terminated due to ‘lack of conclusive evidence’? Moreover, why would the 

government prefer quick reconciliation? Arguably, these are all important questions that deserve 

further research and consideration.  

As has been mentioned earlier in this report, it is quite remarkable to see that most reported 

incidents in our database ocurred in Upper Egypt. In relation to this observation, one cannot deny 

the words of author Ahmad Taha al-Naqr as stated in al-Usbu (Jan. 24, 2000 AWR art. 54 week 

4/2000) that there seems to be a ‘general negligence of Upper Egypt as a whole’. This also is a 

topic worthy of further research. 

 

13. Conclusions  

The media reports from the database that have been discussed here are rather critical of the 

reconciliation meetings. Only a few have commented positively on the way in which sectarian 

conflict is traditionally solved. This could be due to various reasons, of which I would like to 

consider the following here. 
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First of all, it should be noted that government perspective is insufficiently represented (see 

appendix). Notably, the database includes only one article written by an author who writes for a 

government-run newspaper.  

A critical stance on this issue can be expected from the opposition. Indeed, authors who write for 

newspapers run by the opposition have largely reported negatively on sectarian incidents.  

It is interesting to regard the independent newspapers. Remarkably, the number of authors who 

write for independent newspapers outnumbers the number of authors who write for the 

government-run paper, semi-governmental and opposition newspapers in total. However, it is 

important to consider what ‘independent’ exactly implies in this context. That is, to what extent 

can independent newspapers in Egypt be considered independent in the true sense of the word?  

The number of articles from Al-Watani in the AWR database is significant, which has a 

considerable impact on how reconciliation meetings are perceived, be it by the public, the 

intellectual elite, people who support, or oppose the government. In brief, how reconciliation is 

presented in the media influences public perception. As in many cases, as the outcome of 

reconciliation meetings do not appear to benefit or do justice to the Christian communities, Al-

Watani does not write positively about reconciliation meetings. Al-Watani is an independent 

Christian newspaper and very critical of urfi reconciliation practices as they have found that 

these do not do justice to the victims, often Christians, as perpetrators will not be tried before an 

official court, and victims do not receive sufficient compensation, if any at all. In analyzing the 

articles in the AWR database, I have found many reports written by Yusuf Sidhom and Nader 

Shukri. Both authors are Christian and write for Al-Watani. In general, their reports on sectarian 

incidents and reconciliation are rather negative, to say the least.  

Generally, opposition newspapers such as Al-Wafd, have reported negatively on urfi 

reconciliation also, which is not surprising considering their critical stand towards the 

government. Often, the opposition newspapers point to the passive attitude of the government 

and lack of legal action against offenders.  

In the AWR database, only one article from a government-run newspaper, namely Al-Qahira, 

was incorporated and even this article was very critical of urfi reconciliation. No doubt, a more 

balanced view would have benefited this research. Indeed, it is important to consider this subject 

from different angles. Moreover, considering this, the relevance of articles of independent 

newspapers must be stressed. In general, when analyzing media reports, one has to be critical and 

always be aware of the fact that newspapers will present issues in a certain way that will promote 

their viewpoint and their interests. This is especially true for government-run and opposition 

newspapers. Theoretically, independent newspapers would have a more balanced view, one that 

is not necessarily biased in favor of or against the government. In practice, however, no 

newspaper is entirely bias-free and arguably, each newspaper will have, to a more or a lesser 

extent, its own political views. In relation to this, it is also important to note which companies or 
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institutions contribute to the newspapers financially, for this might significantly influence the 

way in which news topics are presented. Investigating this, however, would go beyond the scope 

of this report. Moreover, information from additional sources other than the AWR database 

would be required.  

Taking the abovementioned points into account, it is not surprising that the results of this media 

analysis lead to the conclusion that urfi reconciliation is presented rather negatively in the 

Egyptian media.  
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Appendix -- Authors 

Graph 1 

Authors who wrote news paper articles incorporated in the AWR database. 

Name Religious 

Affiliation 

 Newspaper Affiliation 

Muhammad Abd al-Jalil Muslim   Al-Ahrar Opposition 

Hani Makkawi Christian  Al-Ahrar Opposition 

Ashraf Abd al-Hamid Muslim  Al-Ahrar Opposition 

Khadijah Afifi Muslim  Al-Akhbar Semi-governmental 

Jamal Husayn Muslim  Al-Akhbar Semi-governmental 

Khalid Hasan Muslim  Al-Akhbar Semi-governmental 

Al-Sayyid Jamal al-Din Muslim  Al-Usbu Independent 

Mustafa Sulayman Muslim  Al-Usbu Independent 

Wa’il al-Hadari  Muslim  Al-Usbu Independent 

Ahmad Taha al-Naqr Muslim  Al-Usbu Independent 

Muna al-Mallakh Christian  Al-Musawwar Independent 

Ahmad Ayyub Muslim  Al-Musawwar Independent 

Salah Subhi Christian  Al-Ahali Opposition 

Sami Kamil X  Al-Akhbar Semi-governmental 

Yusuf Sidhom Christian  Al-Watani Independent, Christian 

Michael Adil Christian  Rose al-Yusuf Semi-governmental 

Abd al-Khaliq Husayn Muslim  Al-Watani Independent, Christian 

Nivin Salamah Christian  Al-Masry al-Youm Independent 

Katia Saqqa Christian  AWR  

Nader Shukri Christian  Al-Watani Independent, Christian 

Imad Khalil Muslim  Al-Watani Independent, Christian 

Muhammad Raslan Muslim  Al-Musawwar Independent 

Nash’at Abu al-Khayr Christian  Al-Watani Independent, Christian 

Dr. Raji Shawqi Mikhail Christian  Al-Qahirah Governmental 

Abd al-Qadir Shuhayb Muslim  Al-Musawwar Independent 

Sharif al-Dawakhili Muslim  Al-Dustur Independent 

Mustafa Ubayd Muslim  Aqidati Semi-governmental 

Ihab Shukri Christian  X X 

Ahmad Sif al-Nasr Muslim  Al-Dustur Independent 

Adil Khashabah Muslim  Al-Fajr Independent 

Said Nafi Muslim  Al-Masry al-Youm Independent 

Theresa Kamal Christian  Al-Masry al-Youm Independent 

Ali Husayn Muslim  Al-Dustur Independent 

Najla Fathi Muslim  Al-Dustur Independent 

Hani Labib Christian  Al-Dustur Independent 

Hani Samir Muslim  Al-Dustur Independent 

Marianne Nabil Christian  AWR  
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Cornelis Hulsman Christian  AWR  

Majdi Abu al-Aynayn Muslim  Al-Ahrar Opposition 

Mustafa al-Khuli Muslim  Rose al-Yusuf Semi-governmental 

Ahmad al-Shawki Muslim  Al-Wafd Opposition 

Amir al-Sarraf X  Al-Wafd Opposition 

Mamduh Thabit Christian  Al-Masry al-Youm Independent 

Sami Abd al-Radi Muslim  Al-Masry al-Youm Independent 

Isa Sadud Muslim  Al-Dustur Independent 

Muhammad Hassan Muslim  Al-Wafd Opposition 

Ghadah Abd al-Hafiz X  Al-Masry al-Youm Independent 

Umar al-Shaykh Muslim  Al-Masry al-Youm Independent 

Mahmud Fadil Muslim  Rose al-Yusuf Semi-governmental 

Mustafa Abduh Muslim  Al-Jumhuriyah Semi-governmental 

Muhammad Uf Muslim  Al-Dustur Independent 

Ashraf Mustafa Muslim  Al-Dustur Independent 

 

Total authors: 52 

Muslims: 33 

Christians: 16 

Unidentified: 3 (marked with X) 

 

Graph 2 

 Government Semi-

governmental 

Opposition Independent 

# of Authors 1 9 8 30 

Muslim  0 7 5 21 

Christian 1  1 2 8 

Unidentified 0 1 1 1 

 

Note: News papers do not include AWR authors listed above, resulting in 49 authors instead of 

52, but Ihab Shukri is included in the database as a press review and his newspaper remains 

unidentified, which brings the total further down to 48.  

Source: AWR 
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Conclusions: 

• Of the 48 authors considered here, 30 write for an independent news paper, which is 

62.5% (government: 2.1%, semi-governmental: 18.6%, opposition: 16.7%). 

• Of the 33 Muslim authors, the majority, namely 21 (63.6%) write for an independent 

news paper. 

• Only one author, a Christian, wrote for a government news paper.  

• The number of authors writing for semi-governmental or opposition news papers appears 

to be more or less equal. However, only one Christian author, out of a total of 9 (one 

unidentified) authors, writes for a semi-governmental news paper. 

• The majority of authors are Muslim.  

 


